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Rainfall floods roads, kills 3 in Israel 

r- i " • 

7T havc noodcd roads and homes In Israel 

’ «ravbrf*S^« f Ieena 8 era whosc «r was swept 

*“4 Saturday. Searchers (bond the bodies of 

7 ^urif^f^ 4 A^°li^L Sorek Rjvcr near Rehovot. about 25 kHomeues 
?SS°[ carried to«r car away after it got stuck on 

dmnwh ? <K,io said ‘ Thc Yajkon River, which Dows 

^ ^ VIV ' crested in three spots causing heavy flooding in some 

to ** Haif * to y “»■ “ne 90 'kilometres north of 
rririr T ’ SO r >C ™ u,le i wcrc evacuated from flooded homes. Israel Radio 
“ Md &orac wa»b had collapsed, but no injuries 

JZSTS ± 1 * e s f cond time this winter that heavy rains caused 
Bowtag alongbr^ s lowlands. ironically, this arid land has suffered a 
araigta for about five years, and was on the verge of rationing drinking 
jratwIjKit summe r E arlier this month, seven days of torrential rains 

oioeked major highways and caused the death of wo Israeli soldiers and 
iwo Arabs. 
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Floods hit Lebanon; at least 1 killed 

BEIRUT (AP) — Floods caused by torrential rains rushed through the 
streets Saturday as water and heavy winds knocked down power cables 
and disrupted communications across the country. Police said at least one 
person was killed — a coffee vendor drowned ^ after his caravan 
overlooking the sea was swept away by waves battering the coast in thc 
worst winter storm since 1987. Several rivers in the north and south were 
also flooded by week-long rains- Police said uprooted power poles caused 
a total blackout in Beirut and several mountain regions. All roads above 
900 metres were blocked by snow. Authorities Friday night rescued 2,000 
people trapped on thc mountain road linking Beirut to the central Bakaa 
Valley. The floods isolated dozens of villages. At least three bridges on 
the main Bet rut -Damascus highway east of the capital were closed. Radios 
blared police and civil defence warnings to avoid damaged roads, 
especially in mountainous areas where the rains were heavier. 



Syria recognises ex- 
Soviet republics 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria recog- 
nised Saturday Russia and. the 
other 10 former Soviet republics 
which have agreed to form the 
commonwealth of independent 
states. A Foreign Ministry state- 
ment said. Syria was also estab- 
lishing diplomatic and consular 
relations with the 11 newly inde- 
pendent states. The other 10 
states are Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Byelorussia, K aza khst a n , Kyr- 
gyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Ukraine and 
Uzbekistan. Only Georgia has 
not agreed to join the new com- 
monwealth. The ministry said 
Syria's embassy in Moscow would 
serve as embassy to Russia and at 
die same time, represent Syria in 
die other states until new embas- 
sies are opened there. 

Angry crowd blocks 
St Petersburg street 

MOSCOW (AP) — An angry 
o-ewd of about 200 people block- 
ed the main street of St. Peters- 
burg after they failed to get their 
share of sausage at a nearby shop, 
a news agency reported. In the 
southern city of Rostov-on-Don, 
16 people were gravely injured, 
ftOT 9110 suffered se- 
vere - skull and brain damage, 
when heavy snow and ice fell 
from a roof on a crowd of custom- 
era waiting for vodka, Rabechaya 

Tribnaa reported. The newspap- 
er did. not say when the incident 
took place. The Russian Informa- 
tion Agency said that police on 
Nevsky Prospekt, a wide boule- 
vard .in the centre of former 
Leningrad, stood by as people 
shouted angrily against the poli- 
cies of the Russian government. 
Moscow and St. Petersburg have 
been ampng. the Russian cities 
haidestldt by food shortages as 
agricEdhxralftg^onaand other for- 
ma 1 Soviet republics keep their 
produce far themselves. 

Bahrain releases 
detained professor 

BAHRAIN (R) — A Bahraini 
professor detained on Dec. 14 for 
criticising Gulf Arab govern- 
ments was released on bail Satur- 
day, relatives said. Sheikh Abdul 
Latif AJ Mahmoud, associate profes- 
sor of Islamic Studies at Bahrain 
University, "was held at Bahrain 
airport on bis return from 
Kuwait. He had told a seminar in 
Kuwait that Gulf ruling families 
did not deserve their privileges 
and should not be free to use 
their countries* wealth as they 
chose. Official sources said he 
was detained because his speech 
“was contrary to the laws of the 
land, which require people to be 
respectful to the heads of state in 
the area.** Prof. Mahmoud was 
one of several professors from 
Golf Cooperation Conncfl (GCC) 
countries who criticised the 10- 
year-oid .alliance for foiling to 
achieve progress at the seminar. 

Kabul rally 
disrupted 

KABUL (R) — A rare rally in 
the Afghan capital by supporters 
of the former King Zahir Shah 
was disrupted by a rival group 
Saturday, as gover nm ent security 
forces watched without interven- 
ing, witnesses said. The rally, 
organised by New York-based 
Afghan businessman Zia Khan 
Nasi, was the second in Kabul in 
favour of the forma king during 
the 13-year Afghan civil war. The 
first such rally on Nov. 13 was 
broken up by plainclothes officers 
of die Khad state security police. 

Britain urges end to 
Somali violence 

LONDON (R) — Britain called 
on Saturday for a -ceasefire be- 
tween the warring clans of Moga- 
dishu to aid what the United 
Nations has called a nightmare of 
violence in Somalia. “The British 
government is deeply concerned 
at the continued fighting in the 
Somali capital,” Overseas Aid 
M in ist er Lynda Chaika said in a 
statement. A United Nations re- 
port on Friday said as many as 
20,000 people — mostly women 
and children — have been killed 
o r wou nded in a month of ethnic 
fighting in the Somali capital. 
U-N. Secretary-General Javier 
£teiez de Cuellar Friday called 
Mogadishu a “nightmare of vio- 
lence” and said a team of U.N. 
**d workers was being sent into 
the city. 


'Islamists set to control 
Algerian parliament 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Muslim 
fundamentalists are in position to 
gain control of parliament after 
taking an overwhelming lead in 
Algeria's first free legislative 
elections and gathering momen- 
tum for a second-round ballot. 

They are also pressing for early 
presidential elections. 

With results for 206 of the 430 
seats, the Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) had won outright victories 
in 167 races, leaving it 49 seats 
short of an absolute majority 
even before the Jan. 16 runoff 
vote. 

Officials have three days to 
reveal results from Thursday's 
vote, but there was no word on 
final tallies would be announced. 

Impact on life in Agleria from 
the stunning political turn was not 
immediately dear. The fun- 
damentalists won support with a 
simple slogan: “No constitution 
and no laws. The only rule is the 
Koran and the law of God.” 

Some clerics speaking at Friday 
prayers called for Algerians to 
change their secular ways. Other 
spoke of tolerance and power- 
sharing. 

Provisional FIS leader Abdul 
Kader Hachani, asked whether 
the FIS could fail to take control 
of the next parliament, told a 
news conference Friday night it 
was “a probability which is abso- 
lutely ruled out." 

“We shall demand presidential 
elections in order to stop parlia- 
ment’s prerogatives being cur- 
tailed," he added. - 

Earlier this week, the FIS cal- 
led for presidential elections im- 
mediately after the second round 
of parliamentary voting. 

President Chadli Benjedid, 
elected in 1988 for a third con- 
secutive rive-year term, has 
promised presidential elections 
before 1993 but he has not set a 
date. 

The early results seemed to 


spell the end of Algeria's days as 
a secular state which kept religion 
and politics apart. 

The size of the FIS victory 
appeared to stun all but the 
Islam isis, who immediately called 
on their opponents to repent. 

Prime Minister SidAhmad 
Ghozali blamed the Islamists* 
election success on small demo- 
cratic parties which had split the 
vote away from the old ruling 
party, the National Liberation 
Front (FLN). 

“It's a loss for all the democra- 
tic parties. But that can be cor- 
rected if these parties get a grasp 
of things, if they realise what is 
really at stake," Mr. Ghozali told 
French television. 

The official figures, for seats 
where one candidate won an 
absolute majority, were given by 
Interior Minister Larbi Belkheir, 
who said the FLN was trailing in 
third place with 16 seats, behind 
the Socialist Forces Front with 
20 . 

The prospect tens of thousands 
of Algerians fleeing harsh Islamic 
rale for a better life in Europe 
sent shudders Saturday across the 
Mediterranean in France. 

Political groups and media 
warned that the FIS victory could 
spark a wave of unwanted im- 
migration. 

Jacques Roseau, head of a 
right-wing group of former 
French colonists called Recours- 
France, urged the government to 
cut commercial ties with Agleria 
if the fundamentalists win. 

“If die FIS takes power in 
Algiers, France will suffer the 
perverse side effects, notably the 
exodus of Algerians fleeing the 
‘Islamic paradise’,” Mr. Roseau 
said. 

The newspaper Le Telegram- 
me de Brest evoked “boat people 
on the Mediterranean,*' while Le 
Figaro wrote of “tens of 
thousands of Algerians ... dis- 


embarking in Marseille." 

The reactions showed that, 29 
years after Algerian nationalists 
expelled the French in a bloody 
eight-year war for liberation, re- 
lations between the two countries 
are tightly intertwined. 

France ts Algeria's largest trad- 
ing partner, and French is widely 
spoken there. A law passed in 
Algiers this year making Arabic 
the sole official language brought 
protests from Paris. 

An estimated 700,000 Alge- 
rians live in France, part of a 
community of Muslim immigrants 
numbering 3.5 billion. Tbeir in- 
tegration is the secular country’s 
most explosive social issue. 

The extreme-right National 
Front, which vows to expel fore- 
igners from the country, plays on 
French fears tbat the country is 
being invaded by foreigners. 

The front regularly scores 15 
pa cent in public opinion sur- 
veys. Other parties, even the 
governing Socialists, have vowed 
tougher immigration policies to 
blunt its appeal. 

Bruno Megret, the National 
Front's number-two leader, said 
that the Algerian vote “is laden 
with threat and shows once more 
that the national front is right 
about immigration.” 

President Francois Mitter- 
rand's government was silent, 
presumably waiting to see how 
the second round plays out. 

But Michel Vauzelle, a leading 
politician of the governing Social- 
ist Party, said that France could 
not turn its back on the sprawling 
country it ruled from 1830 until 
1962. 

“We have to see, once this 
party is in power. Bow it be- 
haves,” be said In an interview on 
Radio Monte Carlo. 

A wave of immigrants would 
come at a bad time. Economic 
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Barzani 
re j ects 
reports of 
assassination 

attempts 

SALAHUDDIN, Iraq (R) — 
Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani 
denied Saturday media reports 
from Baghdad that be was the 
target of an assassination attempt 
last week. 

The Baghdad daily Babil, 
which is ran by President Sadda m 
Hussein's son Uday, said on 
Saturday that gunmen loyal to 
rival Kurdish leader Jala! Talaba- 
ni laid an ambush for Mr. Barzani 
in northern Iraq in the early 
hours of Dec. 18- 

The report, which was later 
quoted by the Iraqi News Agency 
IN A, said the gunmen were 
caught by members of Mr. Barza- 
ni’s Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP). 

But Mr. Barzani told reporters 
at his headquarters in the 
Kurdish-run town of Salahuddin 

in northern Iraq tbat the story 
was not true. 

“There has been no attempt on 
my life, therefore the report is 
absolutely baseless and untrue,” 
he said. 

Mr. Barzani and Mr. Talabani, 
leader of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK), are at odds 
over a draft autonomy agreement 
with Baghdad. The KDP. 
approves of it, while the PUK is 
against. 

Mr. Barzani has been the 
target of several assassination 
attempts over the years. 

An Iraqi opposition group, 
claiming to wield strong influence 
nothin Iraq, urged President Sad- 
dam on Saturday to step down 
peacefully in return for guaran- 
tees of safety for himself, his 
fami ly and aides. 

The Democratic Union for the 
Salvation of Iraq said in a state- 
ment sent to Reuters in Paris that 
if President Saddam did not take 
their call seriously and lost “this 
historic opportunity" he would 
eventually meet his “black fate.’’ 


Jordan’s Islamic 
movement jubilant 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's Islamic 
movement, particularly the 
fundamentalist Muslim 
Brotherhood, is jubilant ova 
the sweeping victory that 
Islamists seemed in the Alge- 
rian general elections and 
sees it as a forerunner of the 
emergence of the power of 
Islam through the ballot in 
the Arab World. 

“No doubt the news of the 
victory of the Islamists in 
Algiers and the advances of 
the Islamic (Salvation) Front 
(FIS) is very positive and 
makes ns very happy,” said 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman AJ 
Khalifeh, spiritual leader of 
the Brotherhood in Jordan. 

The FIS, which challenged 
the traditionally dominant 
National Liberation Front 
(FLN) in last Thursday’s 
elections, bagged 167 of the 
206 seats where outright 
majority winners were de- 
clared Friday. 

Winners of the rest of the 
seats in the 430-strong assem- 
bly will be determined in a 
second round next month, 
pitting the two leading candi- 
dates in the first round (see 
separate story). 

“The Algerian government 
deserves gratitude for orga- 
nising free and democratic 
elections that led to this hap- 
py result, which heartened all 
Muslims,” Sheikh Khalifeh 
told the Jordan Times. 

According to Sheikh Kha- 
lifeh, who gnides the 
Brotherhood which won 22 
seats in Jordan’s first multi- 
party elections in 22 years in 
Nov em ber 1989, die Islamic 
movement supports “demo* 
cratic and free elections in all 
Arab countries.” 

We are also very happy' 
that (the Islamic movement) 
has reached the level of gov- 
erning after putting up a 

strong opposition and man- 
aged to secure complete free- 
dom for all the people of 
Algeria,” he- added. 


In an obvious reference to 
the 49 seats that the FIS 
needs to win an absolute 
majority. Sheikh Khalifeh ex- 
pressed confidence that “the 
results of the first round will 
be repeated in the next round 
and the hopes of all the rest 
of the FIS candidates mil 
come true." 

Sheikh Khalifeh, a strong 
advocate of the fundamental- 
ists’ objective of an Islamic 
state, sidestepped a question 
whether the course of events 
in Algeria would lead to a 
hardening or strengthening of 
die position of the Brother- 
hood m Jordan. 

“It is not a question of 
strength or hardening,” be 
said. “We are all very happy 
that the Islamists have won in 
Algeria.” 

Ibrahim Massoud 
Khreisat, spokesman for the 
Brotherhood bloc in Pariia- 
ment, was quoted by Reuters 
as echoing the sentiments but 
that “we have high hopes that 
the rule of Islam be im- 
plemented” in Algeria, but 
that “we don't want the mat- 
ter to be carried out in a way 
that creates rivalries with 
other parties.” 

Jordan was die first Arab 
country where the fun- 
damentalists entered the 
candors of power through 
free and fair elections. The 
Brotherhood joined the gov- 
ernment earlier this year but 
stayed away from participa- 
tion in a new government in 
June citing the group's 
opposition to the Middle East 
peace process, which the 
Kingdom has accepted. 

Despite its absence in .gov- 
ernment, the Brotherhood 
remains a strong political 
force in Jordan and has a 
strong say in the various 
walks of life in the Kingdom. 

Observers expected the 
movement to be buoyed by 
its counterpart’s performance 
in Algeria and to press its 
hanffine approach in pariia- 
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KING, QUEEN RETURN: Thdr Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Nocr returned home from London Saturday after a 
several-day private visit to the United Kingdom. King Hussein was 
received at the airport by His Royal Highness Crown Prince 


Hassan, His Royal Highm-aa AH Ben A1 Hussein, several members 
of the royal family. Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Royal 
Court Chief Altaian Abu Oddi, and senior officials. 


Libya hits 
renewal of 
sanctions 
by Bush 

ROME (Agencies) — The Li- 
byan foreign ministry Saturday 
condemned the renewal of econo- 
mic sanctions against Libya by 
the U.S. administration, which 
asserts Libya’s regime still sup- 
ports “terrorism.” 

A few days earlier, President 
George Bush sent the U.S. Con- 
gress a letter in which be stated 
Libya's government still makes 
use of and supports “internation- 
al terrorism.'' The notice allows 
the renewal of economic sanc- 
tions, including a ban of U.S. 
business deals with Libya. The 
sanctions were adopted in Janu- 
ary 1986. 

Libya's foreign ministry, in a 
statement carried by the official 
Libyan news agency JANA, said 
the sanctions renewal was “furth- 
er escalation of the arbitrary and 
tyrannical measures which con- 
tradict the principles of interna- 
tional law and the aims of the 
United Nations.” 

U.S. judicial authorities have 
been seeking the extradition of 
two Libyans accused of planning 
the 1988 bombing of a Pan Am 
jet over Scotland, but Libya has 
refused to surrender them. 

On Friday, the U.S. trained 
down an invitation from Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi to send 
Western judges to Tripoli for the 
trial of the two men allegedly 
implicated in the 1988 bombing. 

“Libya must surrender for trial 
all those charged with the crime 
related to Pan Am 103,” State 
Department spokesman Joe 
Snyder told a regular briefing. 
“The United States and the Un- 
ited Kingdom have jurisdiction in 
this case. We expect Libya to 
comply promptly and in foil.” 

This is die position that was set 
out in a joint U.S. -British state- 
ment issued on Nov. 27, Mr. 
Snyder told reporters when asked 
if Washington would accept 
Libya’s offer. 


Russia committed to Mideast 
peace, will host multilaterals 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Republic 
of Russia Saturday assured Jor- 
dan that it was committed to the 
same policies of the former Soviet 
Union with regard to co- 
sponsoring the Middle East peace 
process with the United States 
and was keen to promote peace in- 
die region and the world. 

Russian Ambassador to Jordan 
Yuri Griadonov also said that 
Moscow will host the multilateral 
Arab-Israeli talks as scheduled as 
it is keen on ensuring a lasting 
peace in the Middle East region, 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
reported. 

The ambassador made com- 
ments to His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan at a meet- 

( Continued page 2) 


Jordan extends recognition 
to former Soviet republics . 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet decided Saturday to recognise 
Russia and to man tain diplomatic relations with it at the level of 
embassies. It also decided to make Jordan’s embassy in Moscow as 
the Kingdom’s embassy to Russia. 

The Cabinet, meeting under the chairmanship of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, also approved the recognition of the 
independence of the other 10 forma Soviet republics, which have 
agreed to form the commonwealth of independent states, in 
addition to Georgia which has not joined the commonwealth. 

The Cabinet approved the appointment of Mohammad Suqour 
as secretary general of the Ministry of Social Development and 
approved several recommendations by the Investment Encourage- 
ment Commrtttee. The Council of Ministers also approved setting 
up a committee which will carry out the duties of Mahes Municipal 
Council, which resigned recently, until municipal elections are 
held. 


Yeltsin consolidates grip on 
military, pushes reform campaign 


MOSCOW (AP) — Boris Yeltsin 
roared ahead with reform Satur- 
day, issuing an order to privatise 
state land, but his seizure of 
military hardware drew a wanting 
from Ukraine. Fighting stopped 
in Georgia and escalated in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, where Rus- 
sia has withdrawn its troops. 

Details emerging on docu- 
ments signed by defence minis- 
ters of the new commonwealth 
reveal that the damand of 
Ukraine, Moldova and Azerbai- 
jan on forming their own armies 
was a major obstacle to forming a 
united armed forces. 

Differences on economic, de- 
fence and foreign policy have 
troubled tiie new commonwealth 
of independent states in the week 
following its proclamation and 
four Bays after Mikhail Gor- 
bachev resigned as Soviet presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Yeltsin already has moved 
into Gorbachev’s Kremlin 
offices, and on Saturday he 
mended fences with his vice presi- 


dent, Alexander Rutskoi, who 
had openly opposed Mr. Yeltsin’s 
economic reform plan. 

The Interfax news agency, 
quoting unidentified sources 
close to Mr. Rutskoi, said his 
differences with Mr. Yeltsin had 
been resolved and he also would 
move to the Kremlin. 

The decree introducing private 
land ownership allows for the 
transfer of collective and state 
forms to private hands before the 
critical spring planting. 

State and collective and state 
forms will receive land without 
charge based on the number of 
their members, but they will be 
required to reorganise as holding 
companies or cooperatives, the 
decree said, according to the Rus- 
sian Information Agency. 

The rest of the land will be 
placed in a land fund and sold on 
a competitive basis to anyone, 
but there will be a limit on how 
much can be purchased, the agen- 
cy said. 

The decree followed an order 


on privatising state enterprises 
and shops. Another key element 
of Mr. Yeltsin's economic re- 
forms is the Jan. 2 freeing of most 
prices, which worries many Rus- 
sians and other republics. 

The Russian Information 
Agency reported about 400 peo- 
ple had blocked two streets Fri- 
day in the Ural mountain dty of 
Perm demanding better food sup- 
plies and the preservation of 
state-controlled prices. About 50 
workers at the Krasny Mayak 
plant in Yaroslav in central Rus- 
sia threatened to go on a hunger 
strike unless they were given 
wages due a week ago. 

Ukraine’s representative to 
Russia, Victor Lisitsky, warned 
that his country “may take 
adequate measures to protect its 
cousuma market, for instance, 
by setting up customs barriers 
along its border.” 

Ukraine and Belarus fear Rus- 
sians wfll come and strip their 

(Continued on page 2) 


Bank governor warns Knesset against raising deficit 


TEL AVIV (R) — The governor 
of Israel’s central bank, ahead of 
a parliamentary budget vote 
under close scrutiny m Washing- 
ton, warned legislators against 
adding to the budget deficit re- 
commended by die cabinet. 

Israel is seeking S1Q billion m 
loan guarantees from the United 
States to fund Soviet Jewish im- 
migration but some U.S. eco- 
nomists say Israel might have 
trouble repaying the loans unless 
it reforms its state-dominated 
economy foster. . 

Jacob Frenkel, govenor of the 
Bank of Israel, said: “It is very 
important that ... the knesset 
(parliament) in its final debates 
not compromise on the budgetary 
framework the government has 
already adopted, and that we do 
not end up with a larger budget 
deficit.” 

“If we do want to promote 
investment and growth — and we 


have to do it if we are to absorb 
our immigrants successfully — we 
just cannot afford having an unst- 
able economy, an economy with 
inflation, and an economy in 
which budget deficits are too 
large,” he told Israel Radio. 

Parliament must pass the 1992 
budget before the yea's end. 

In September, Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir’s cabinet 
approved a 79.1 billion shekel 
(S33.9 billion) draft budget which 
would reduce the deficit to 6.3 
pa cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct from the 6.9 per cent fore- 
cast for 1991. 

The central bank and finance 
ministry had recommended 5.5 
per cent but the government re- 
fused to cut defence spending. 

Inflation is hovering around 20 
pa cent. Unemployment is at a 
two-decade record, averaging 
10.4 pa cent in 1991, and is 
expected to fait 14 per cent in two 


years. 

Mr. Frenkel, who wants to 
eliminate the deficit by 1995, 
urged parliament to handle the 
1992 budget responsibly. He said 
that increasing the deficit further 
would threaten efforts to contain 
inflation, create jobs and win 
external funds. 

“We should not allow a Larger 
budget deficit than what the gov- 
ernment has already committed 
itself,” Mr. Frenkel said. 

“We are now seeing some 
slowdown in the economy — a 
slowdown that is a source of 
cotioern.. That’s why we have to 
be so mindful about the budget.” 

The full Impact of the wave of 
immigration is expected to be felt 
in the next years. About 140,000 
Soviet Jews moved to Israel in 
1991 — against 184,00 last yea — 
but officials still expect up to one 
million to arrive by 1995. 


Israel, the biggest reap 
U.S. aid, has received nc 
ances it will get tire loan j 
tees it sorely needs to cut t 
of borrowing to finance th 
als. 

President George Bush 
Congress to postpone a d 
until early next yea. Con 
likely to weigh economic 
and progress in Arab- 
peace talks when detidin 
Less than two weeks q 
Frenkel unveiled major rei 
the foreign exchange 
mechanism to fariHr^ty p] 
by tiie government, export 
tries and foreign investor 
The new system, which 
mines the shekel wfll fall n 
cent against a currency ha 
the dose of 1992, also put 
to sporadic hard cuneni 
culation in the mark e t 
Pressure on the shekel 
and interest rates fell. 
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Islamic success in Algeria to 
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By John Baggaley 
Reuter 


ALGIERS — Signs of a fun- 
damentalist landslide in Algeria's 
general election are bound to 
send shockwaves through other 
North African countries, south- 
ern Europe and wherever Muslim 
rulers do not base their legitimacy 
on an appeal to Islamic militancy. 

The first results show the Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) win- 
ning more than SO per cent of the 
206 seats so far decided in the 
430-member parliament. 

;$eats where there is no outright 
winner will be decided on Jan. 16 
in- run-offs between the two lead- 
ing candidates. 

The vote for the FIS, whose 
top leaders have been in jail since 
June, far outstripped predictions 
and marked an extraordinary tur- 
naround for a movement which 
some said had lost its way since 
winning local elections in 1990. 

The front, led temporarily by 
Abdul Kader Hachani, waited 
until Dec. 14, nine days into 
campaigning, before deciding 
against boycotting the election on 
Thursday. 

One government minister re- 
cently told Western diplomats he 


expected FIS to win 30 per cent of 
the seats in parliament. Diplo- 
mats said no party would win an 
absolute majority. 

The result suggests the election 
was one of the fairest ever in the 
Arab World, the area of the 
world where democratic princi- 
ples have had the most trouble 
taking root. 

Sudan had free and fair elec- 
tions in 1986 but the government 
which emerged lost power to a 
military junta three years later. 

Jordan, Egypt and Yemen 
have liberalised their electoral 
systems. In Jordan, the most 
liberal, candidates stood as indepen- 
dents, not as members of political 
parties. 

The Muslim Brotherhood, the 
most traditional of the Arab 
World's fundamentalist move- 
ments, scored well m Jordan and 
now has a say in making and 
breaking governments. 

But the Algerian case marks 
the first time an Islamic move- 
ment has a good chance of taking 
power in die Arab World through 
democratic elections. 

The repercussions will be felt 
most in neighbouring Tunisia and 
Morocco, where fundamentalists 
are working underground against 


the political systems inherited 
from colonial rulers. 

In Tunisia, President Zine Ai 
Abidine Ben Ali has followed in 
the footsteps of his predecessor, 
Habib Bourguiba, who used the 
law to crush the challenge from 
the Islamic Tendency Movement 
(MTI). 

Mr. Ben Ali, who come to 
power in 1987, at first played with 
the idea of legalising the MTI's 
successor, the fundamentalist 
Nahdha (Renaissance) move- 
ment, but he later closed down its 
newspaper and detained hun- 
dreds of members. 

Nahdha leader Rachid Ghan- 
nouchi, who chose exile before 
the crackdown on his movement, 
has been a frequent visitor to 
Algiers and has good contacts 
with the FIS leadership. 

The main fundamentalist 
opposition movement in Moroc- 
co. known as Adi Wal Ihsan 
(Justice and Chanty), was never 
as powerful as the Nahdha. The 
government of the conservative 
monarchy banned the movement 
in January 1990. 

Libya, sharing a long border 
with Algeria, has its own Muslim 
fundamentalist underground but 
little is known of its activities 
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beyond Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi's occasional references 
to acts of violence it bas commit- 
ted. 

Many Arab governments, with 
ideologies based on secular Arab 
nationalism, have justified their 
suppression of Islamic opponents 
by saying that parties based on 
religion are incompatible with 
multiparty democracy. 

French commentators, who 
watch Maghreb politics closely 
because of its impact on France's 
large community of North Afri- 
can immigrants, have also argued 
that parties which believe in abso- 
lute truths can have no place in a 
system where laws are man-made 
through a balance between com- 
peting interests. 

Critics of the FIS inside /Ugeria 
have used anti-democratic re- 
marks by its leaders in their cam- 
paign against the movement. 

Ali Belhadj. the imprisoned 
deputy to FIS President Abassi 


Madani, said at Friday prayers 
last year, "Nationalism and 
democracy are terms which have 
no meaning. It is Islam and the 
Sunna (the tradition of the 
Prophet) which unite us." 

Prominent FIS member 
Mohammad Houmein told wor- 
shippers this Friday that other 
parties should announce their 
"repentance" and that people 
wbo did not vote for the FIS 
would go to hell. 

After the FIS victory in local 
elections in 1990, French politi- 
cians said the result was troubling 
on two counts. 

An eventual FIS government in 
Algiers might both radicalise the 
800,000 Algerians living in 
France and drive thousands of 
Algerian moderates to seek exile 
in Europe, they said. 

Spain and Italy, also the targets 
of economic migration from de- 
pressed North Africa, feel the 
same pressures to a lesser extent. 


Malnourished children fill Baghdad hospital wards 


By Jane Arraf 

Reuter 


BAGHDAD — “She looks 
better since I brought her 
here," said Aziza Duha, 
holding her emaciated baby, 
wbose feet have turned blue 
and her hair red from lack of 
protein. 

In the biggest hospital in 
Saddam City, home to more 
than one million of Bagh- 
dad’s poor, doctors try to 
prevent children dying of 
hunger in a country rich with 
oil. 


of the severely malnourished. 

Ms. Duha, a 40-year-old 
mother of five, said her hus- 
band was away in the milit- 
ary, leaving them to survive 
on limited government ra- 
tions of flour, sugar and other 
supplies. “He bas to spend 
most of his salary on him- 
self,” she said. 


qis scrambling for food. 

An average monthly salary 
of 150 dinars, worth S15 at 
the black market rate used by 
almost every Iraqi, does not 
begin to pay for groceries 
when powdered milk costs 80 
dinars a tin. 


of an antiobiotic in limited 
supply. 

One woman, 25-year-old 
Rasma Hobas, holds the 
hand of her mildly diabetic 
seven-year-old daughter. She 
has not been able to get 
insulin for days. 


“I was feeding her biscuits 
and tea," Ms. Duha said this 
week, sitting on an iron bed 
in a ward crowded with 
young, desperate mothers 
and their motionless infants, 
who have the distended sto 
maches and skeletal frames 


“What do you eat at 
home?” a painfully thin 11- 
year-old boy, being treated 
for anaemia, is asked. He 
looks at the floor. The boy, 
the youngest of eight chil- 
dren, says in a whisper that 
his parents buy meat once a 
month. 


A sweeping United Na- 
tions trade embargo banning 
exports and limiting imports 
since Baghdad's August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait bas left 
millions of once well-fed Ira-. 


Although Baghdad is 
allowed by the U.N. to im- 
port food and medicine, it 
says it has no way to buy 
supplies while foreign gov- 
ernments continue to freeze 
billions of dollars in assets. 

Throughout Saddam 
City's Ai Qadissiya hospital, 
black-robed women roam the 
halls pleading for scarce 
stocks of medicine for their 
children. 


Another runs through the 
corridors waiting and beating 
her chest in grief after learn- 
ing that her 32-year-old 
brother has died of tubercu- 
losis, leaving seven children. 

His doctor, Imad Arawee, 
said Ahmad Lufta had no 
immunity because he had 
not been able to get regular 
treatment .for a year. He 
wieghed 40 kilos when he 
died. 


“Doctor, please,” says one 
woman, crying and clutching 
the chief paediatrician as she 
, waves> a- paper with the name 


The Gulf war, subsequent 
rebellions in the north and 
south, and the U.N. sanc- 
tions haye played havoc- with; 


Iraq’s once-effident health 
system. 

Relief agencies, which are 
victims of fl ag ging interna- 
tional public interest in Iraq, 
have not been able to fill the 
gap- 

The United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF), 
which runs one of the biggest 
medical programmes, has 
met less than half its target 
for donations to Iraq. 

UNICEF says the death 
rate for children uncer five 
has doubled since before the 
Gulf war, some from severe 
forms of malnutrition that 
had not been seen in Iraq for 
two decades. 

AI Qadissiya's records 
show that 43 per cent of 
patients who died in October 
were victims of malnutrition, 
compared to 10 per cent in 
the -same month last year. * 
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U . S . says return of Buckley’s 
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bones does not end hostage issue 


Israel said planning airlift if 
trouble in former Soviet Union 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States eulogised late hostage 
William Buckley as a courageous 
patriot Friday but vowed not to 
close the book on the Lebanese 
kidnapping ordeal when his re- 
mains are flown home. 

With the return of Mr. Buck- 
ley's bones, found in Beirut and 
identified by local doctors as 
those of the former Central In- 
telligence Agency (CIA) station 
chief, all U.S. hostages would be 
free or accounted for. 

But State Department spokes- 
man Joe Snyder said the hostage 
issue was not over as far as 
Washington was concerned. 

“No, it doesn’t dose the chap- 
ter," Mr. Snyder told a regular 
briefing. “We want to see the 
release of the two remaining Ger- 
man hostages, and we want to see 
the return of remains, and we 
want to see the release of all 
those who are held outside the 
legal system in the region.” 

Two German aid workers are 
the last Western hostages in 
Lebanon and their kidnappers on 
Thursday reiterated demands for 
an exchange with two Lebanese 


jailed in Germany. 

The bodies of one French and 
one British hostage killed in cap- 
tivity are still missing. 

Mr. Buckley’s decomposed re- 
mains were dumped in Beirut 
early on Friday and taken to the 
U.S. embassy draped in a U.S. 
flag. 

Mr. Snyder confirmed that loc- 
al medical officials had made a 
preliminary identification of the 
bones as those of Mr. Buckley, 
adding that they would be flown 
to Dover air force base in Dela- 
ware for U.S. identification. 

Mr. Buckley's remains were 
due. to arrive on U.S. soil on 
Saturday, he said. The CIA said 
it was awaiting positive identifica- 
tion of Mr. Buckley's skull and 
bones. 

“If it is Buckley, we regard this 
as the final chapter in the tragic 
death of this courageous and de- 
dicated patriot who gave his life 
to his country m the cause of 
freedom," said CIA spokesman 
Peter Earnest. 

Mr. Buckley, a bachelor from 
Boston, was kidnapped at age 57 
on March 16. 1984, and the Un- 


ited States said be was later tor- 
tured to death. 

The remains were identified by 
teeth, a rib fracture and bone 
structure with the aid of photo- 
graphs sent from the United 
States. 


His was the second U.S. body 
to be returned by captors in a 
week, with the body of murdered 
U.S. Mai me Corps Lieutenant 
Colonel William Higgins damped 
in Beirut last Sunday. 

The family of Buckley plans a 
quiet graves de service in Arling- 
ton National Cemetery, a family 
friend said on Friday. 

The friend, Annamae Arse- 
nault, said the Buckley family has 
not yet set a date for the burial. 
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“They don't want to interfere 
with the Higgins ceremony,” Mis. 
Arsenault said.Col. Higgm’s body 
arrived back in the United States 
on Thursday. 

Referring to Buckley’s sister, 
Maureen Moroney, Ms. Arse- 
nault saidj “She is doing great. 
She is very pleased his body is 
going to be returned to the Un- 
ited States. That was a prime 
concern." 

Moroney could not be reached 
for comment, but a relative at her 
home in Salem, Massachusetts, 
said she is being kept informed of 
developments by U.S. officials. 


BOSTON (R) — Israel is plan- 
ning a huge airlift of Soviet Jews 
should another coup or a civil war 
take place in the former Soviet 
Union, the Boston Globe has 
reported. 

One Israeli official estimated 
that 50,000-100,000 Soviet Jews a 
month could be evacuated, as 
happened when Ethiopian Jews 
were brought to Israel earlier this 
year, the Globe said. 

A major component of the 
planned airlift would be direct 
flights to Israel from the ex- 
Soviet republics, where 60 Jewish 
Agency staffers are working with 
officials of those governments in 
27 different locations, the Globe 
said. 

“No one can guarantee that 
there will not be another coup or 
civil war," Jewish Agency Direc- 
tor Sfrncha Dinitz was quoted as 
telling the Globe. 

“Whenever there is disintegra- 
tion, minorities are in jeopardy. 
We are very concerned about the 
Jews, especially in outlying areas. 
There are 200,000 Jews in the 
Muslim republics, for example," 
Mr. Dinitz said. 

“Between the economic and 
constitutional difficulties, we 
must prepare for the worst sce- 
nario. We are preparing an in- 
frastructure so that ervery Jew in 
the Soviet Union can leave," he 
said. 


Neither Mr. Dinitz nor Israeli 
Knesset immigration committee 
Chairman Michael Kleiner would 
provide details of the proposed 
operation, but Mr. Kleiner likened 
the plan to the airlift of Ethiopian 
Jews earlier this year, the news- 
paper reported. 

“We can take ont between 
50,000 and 100,000 a month," 
Mr. Kleiner said. “Arrangements 
have been made. We have a 
planes, and we can rent more 
planes. We took 15,000 out of 
Ethiopia in two days, so the sky 
' is the limit.” 

In Israel, Mr. Dinitz later told 
Reuters his statements had been 
misinterpreted. 

“I said that Israel is capable of 
getting more than 50,000 Jews 
out a month. This doesn’t mean 
we are making preparations. It 
means that with the direct flights 
we are ready at any time to bring 
a large number of Jews to Israel," 
he said. 

Direct flights for Jewish immig- 
rants from the former Soviet Un- 
ion to Israel were inaugurated 
earlier this year. Until then, most 
of the immigrants reached Israel 
through Eastern Europe. 

Earlier on Friday Mr. Dinitz 
told a news conference 1.2 mil- 
lion Jews from all 15 republics of 
the former Soviet Union want to 
come to Israel and that 105,000 
have acquired exit permits. 
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HUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Shamir expects normal relations with China 


TEL AVTV (R) — Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir said Friday that 
he expects Israel will have diplomatic ties with China soon, Mr. 
Shamir's spokesman said. “He (Mr. Shamir) said he hopes and 
expects that in the framework of recent developments, relations 
will be nor mal ised with China in the near future,'’ Ehud Gol told 
Renters. Chinese Deputy Foreign Minister Yang Fuchang made a 
confidential visit to Israel last week and met Mr. Shamir and 


Foreign Minister David Levy. Israel Radio said at the time that 
China had urged the visit be kept secret but Mi Levy disclosed 


China had urged the visit be kept secret but Mi Levy disclosed 
details about it to a parliamentary committee. Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens secretly visited China in early November, according 
to security sources in Israel. News about the visit, the first ever by 
an Israeli minister to China, was suppressed by the Israeli military 
censor. A high-level Israeli trade delegation made an official visit 
to China immediately after Mr. A re ns’s trip. The delegation 
included Dan Shomron, head of Israel military industries and a 
former army chief of staff. China wants to attend multilateral 
Middle East peace talks in Moscow at the end of January. Israel is 
widely reported to have made Chinese participation conditional on 
normalising relations between the two countries. 


Afghan rebels launch rocket bombardment 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Rebels fired 92 rockets into the Afghan 
town of Herat Friday, killing four people and wounding 20 on the 
12th anniversary of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, official 
Kabul Radio reported. The radio, monitored in Islamabad, said 
nine rockets were also fired into Kabul where seven people were 
wounded. It was the third successive day of rocket attacks on 
Kabul, whre 14 people were killed on Wednesday and Thursday. A 
guerrilla news service said Afghan rebels burned the effigies of 
former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev and Afghanistan's 
ex-King Zahir Shah at a protest rally in a Pakistani border town 
marking the anniversary of the Soviet intervention in their country. 
The Soviet Union withdrew the last of its troops from Afghanistan, 
where they backed the Kabul government, in February 1989. The 
rally was organised by the Hezb-i-Islami party of radical guerrilla 
leader Gulbuddan Hekmatyar, who opposes a U.N. plan for a 
ceasefire and a transitional government leading to elections. The 
Hezb also rejects suggestions that Zahir Shah, living in Rome after 
being toppled in a 1973 coup, could head a future government in 
Kabul. 


U.N. resumes aid to starving Somalia 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar said Friday the United Nations would send a small team of 
international staff back to the Somali capital of Mogadishu to 
supervise desperately needed aid. The U.N. chief expressed 
“profound shock and concern” over fighting in Mogadishu which 
he said had turned the city into “a nightmare of violence" and 
caused 20,000 deaths and injuries since Nov. 17. Ethnic clashes 
have raged in the country since guerrillas ousted Somali leader 
Mohammad Si ad Barre last January. Since. November fighting 
broke out between rival dans loyal to warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed and Ali Mahdi Mohammad. In a statement, Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar said thousands were fleeing the city and many had no 
access to food, medical supplies, shelter and water. The United 
Nations evacuated its international staff from Mogadishu in 
September because of the fighting, but Mr. Perez de Cuellar said a 
small team, initially made up of staff from the U.N. Children’s 
Fund, would return to aid local staff. U.N. Under-Secretary 
General James Jonah, who has negotiated relief aid agreements in 
the Horn of Africa, would return with the team, a U.N. spokesman 
said. At the same time, Mr. Perez de Cuellar said plans had been 
made to step up food and other supplies to the affected population 
“as sppa^ .tiie, security ..siftration ( , permits.” i ........ 
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Philippines 1o buy I srac rtfmade L fighter jets 


MANILA (R) — The Philippines wauifis to buy’ll Israeli Kfir 
fighter jets and scrap plans to buy American F-16s because they are 
too expensive for the cash-strapped country, Manila’s ah' force 
chief said Saturday. Major-General Loven Abadia told reporters 
the Israeli planes would cost only $126 million, compared to the 
$630 million needed to buy the F-16 jets. Each Kfir jet costs $7 
million while the F-16 fetches $35 million apiece, Gen. Abadia 
said. The Israeli planes are badly needed to replace the obsolete 
F-5 jets that guard Philippine airspace, especially after U.S. forces 
withdraw from their last military base in the country in 1992, he 
said. American forces will pull out from Subic Bay naval station 
northwest of Manila by the end of next year after talks on a 
three-year phased withdrawal collapsed on Friday. Philippine 
military officials say Manila must modernise its navy and air force 
to avoid falling further behind its rapidly arming squtbeast Asian 
neighbours. Singapore, Thailand and Indonesia have F-16 fighter- 
bombers while Malaysia has bought a fleet of modern gunboats 
armed with missiles to protect its coastline. The Kfir, which has a 
top speed of Mach 2.3, can be armed with missiles and win bolster 
the Philippine military's modernisation programme, the officials 
said. 


Iran’s defence minister visits Qatar 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — Qatari Crown Prince and Defence 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa AI Thani Saturday discussed 
ways of boosting military cooperation with Iran’s Defence Minister 
Akbar Torkan. The Qatari News Agency said the two also 
reviewed regional and Islamic issues. It gave no further details. Mr. 
Torkan, on his first visit to the Gulf state, arrived in Doha 
Saturday, two days after Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) leaders 
ended a three-day summit in Kuwait. The GCC, an economic and 
political alliance formed in 1981 soon after the outbreak of the 
Iraq -Iran war, groups Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Oman and the United Arab Emirates. Iran has been seeking to 
play a greater role in Gulf affairs. GCC leaders, winding up their 
first summit since Kuwait was liberated from Iraqi occupation, 
made only a brief mention of the Islamic republic, welcoming 
“positive developments” in bilateral relations which they wished to 
see further improved. Relations between Iran and Arab states, 
which generally supported Baghdad in its 1980-88 war with Iran, 
improved dramatically after Iraq invaded Kuwait last year. 
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ing held at the Royal Court. Pet . 
said. 

The views of Russia and Jordan 
are almost similar regarding 
world issues, a fact winch saved 
as a basis for cooperation in ft* 
past and which would comsogjgj 
the future, the ambassador said. 

The Crown Prince conveyed to 
the ambassador Jordan’s best 
wishes to the commonwealth of 
independent states set up by ft*, 
mer Soviet Republics and ex- 
pressed hope that the common- 
wealth will pursue spearabead 
efforts towards achieving a lasting 
Middle East peace. 

The Prince also expressed hope 7 
that Russia will maintain die 
strongest possible ties with Jor- 
dan. 

The three-colour Russian flag 
now flies over the former Soviet 
embassy in Amman which has 
been taken over by the Republic 
of Russia in the wake of the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 

The Russian flag was hoisted 
Friday evening by Ambassador 
Griadonov. 

In published remarks Saturday, 
Mr. Griadonov said that be was 
assuming the role of ambassador 
of Russia as well as the new 
commonwealth of the indepen- 
dent states. 

The ambassador said Russia 
and the new commonwealth wiB 
maintain the strongest ties with 
Jordan and wffl seek to promote 
trilateral ties at aQ levels. He said 
Russia will continue to promote 
peaceful coexistence all over the 
world and win call for' solving 
world disputes, inducting the 
Middle East conflict, through 
peaceful means. 


Yeltsin 


(Continued from page 1) 
already bare shops for cheaper 
goods. They and other republics 
also worry about a shortage of 
rubles. 

Compounding the econo ink 
discord are di ff ere n ces over the 
new commonwealth’s defence 
and foreign policies, which will be 
the subject of high-level Monday 
in Minsk, the capital of Belarus. 

Defence ministers of the com- 
monwealth signed documents on 
military cooperation on Friday, 
which provides for a joint rather 
than a unified command as hoped 
for by Marshal Yevgeny Shaposh- 
mkov, the interim head of com-, 
mon wealth force*,- - f r.-- : ; 

L Ukraine, Azerbaijan apd'MaM 
dpra, insisted^ pa forpiing.their' 
qyegg armies, -forpH^j,: modifies- i 
dons in Marshal Shapashnifcov’s 
concept Marshal Shaposhmkov 
said those members entering the . 
joint command will share military 
financing , but those that do not 
most pay for their own armed 
forces. 

The commonwealth also has to 
work out what to do -with Soviet 
military hardwire. Russia has 
taken control over the largest and 
sophisticated aircraft carrier. The 
move drew a protest from 
Ukraine, where the vessel was 
stationed before it was transfer- 
red to Russia. 

Ukr ainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk, who met Friday-with : 

commanders of the prestigious » 

Black Sea fleet, said Saturday be 
was “firmly convinced that 
Ukraine is and should be a man- j 
time power," TASS reported. 

Ms. Kravchuk also said the 
commonwealth would pot play a 
role in foreign policy. “We do not ^ 
intend to form any common- 
wealth structures to speak on its 
behalf on the international ■■ 
scene,” TASS reported. 

The commonwealth nations 
have agreed to coordinate their 
foreign policies, but each mem- 
ber can set its own international 


Mr. Yeltsin, whose govern- 
ment is the central pillar of the 
common wealth, has taVm con- 
trol of most Soviet troops and 
vowed not to use them in hots- 
pots like the Azerbaij ani region 

of Nagorno-Karabakh and Gear- 

gia. 
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repression to bring 

rain and snow 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
tijc otbcr countries in the eastern 
Mef&pmurearz region will face 
jet - another low depression on 
Ttesday, bringing more rain with 
<jAW. cn high mountains, accord- 
ing to the Department of 
ft£eteorology. 

:=A department official said Sun- 


r - . " ■ I acuu JU Ur 

rTfh : "day and Monday are expected to 
witness fair weather with temper- 
tj. ' V aturts rising to 11 degrees and 
M then 12 degrees Celsius. But on 
Tuesday. the country will be 
3a «5tjj, afltfited by a depression with cold 
- _ polar wind belong towards Jor- 
Tjhty dan, bringing more rain, hail and 
“?w ^ - probably snow, the official said. 
^4 Jot. ~ Tbe rain is expected to increase 

tbeimounts of rain water which 
fc; has already been collected behind 
Sovb ’ dams fin - irrigation in the Jordan 

^Is, " Valfcy, 

According to Jordan Valley 

* of ^ Aathority (JVA) Secretary 


"•amb- 
er So2' 


TV and radio committee 

m m w 

formed to choose programmes 


5^2 


s^ .- iormeu iu cnoo; 

i‘ AMMAN (Petr*) — Jordan 
Ik* ‘ Broadcasting and Television Cor- 

^ poratibn (JBTVC) has recently 

formed 7 a' -special committee 
d & . grouping experts from both the 

■eahh* radio and television stations to 

tinf 1 * select^* various programmes to 

, be aired on Radio Jordan and 

Jordan Television as of January 
, 1992, according to Radi A1 Khas, 

5? dnedor\general of JBTVC. 

Mr..Al Khas said the commit- 
j- tee will ask focal, Arab and inter- 

“Bfc nattonal companies to send sam- 

pies ctf flwir productions to the 

cwanritteerwhich will then select 

the most saitabie ones for airing 
1 onJSdatiTV and radio. 

The corporation will also form 
*8*1) pantoring committees which wflj 

r cheapo be entrusted with watching the 

rife sekctedprogramines and making 

onagri then lodgement on their suitabil- 

ity for airing. These committees 
wiH group experts from outside 

_ ■ iflNL ■ 


General Dr. Abdul Aziz Wishah. 
the King Tala] Dam, the largest 
in Jordan with an 85 million cubic 
metre capacity, now has 39 mil- 
lion cubic metres, up from a mere 
nme million before the rains of 
this season started. 

At least two of the other dams, 
those of Kafnen and Wadi Shueib 
“ “* e Jordan Valley, are already 
nm while others are still to be 
filled. Dr. Wishah said. 

Tbe rains flooded streets in the 
capital and inundated vast areas, 
especially in the northern regions 
of the country in the past two 
days, according to sources. 

The Meteorology Department 
said that the northern regions of 
Jordan received more than 60 
millimetres of rain water in the 24 
hours preceding to noon Satur- 
day. It said that tbe least rain fall 
was in Jafer and Aqaba, with less 
than one millimetre. 
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the corporation who will be re- 
placed on a periodic basis. 

However, those people will be 
a ss i sted by people from Radio 
Jordan and TV. The committees 
will make recommendations on 
the suitability or unsuitability of 
programmes selected, may delete 
certain scenes or shots — particu- 
larly those conflicting with Jorda- 
nian traditions and values. 

In another step to organise the 
process of selecting and purchas- 
ing TV programmes and series, 
which will be aired as of Jan. 1, 
1992, the corporation also com- 
posed a programme procurement 
committee, headed by the TV 
director. The committee includes 
a representative for the Audit 
Bureau, head of the Financial 
Section at the corporation, heads 
of the first and second channels 
and bead of the Control Section. 
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Man found not guilty of 
manslaughter but sentenced 
for using illegal gun 


B y Ahmad Kreishan 

Special to die Jordan Tunes 

*AMMAN — The Criminal 
Gonri in Amman has seqt- 
nu&edi 1 a^raair'-who killed 
‘afibthef idhn et self-defence fb 
a "three mbotfam jail because' 
he used-anrinikenced gun in 
the course of defending him- 
self. ' 

According to the court ver- 
dict, Mahmoud Saleh Hussein 
Al Abed was found guilty not 
because he kilied a man who 
had entered his brother's 
home, but because be killed 
the thief with a gun for which 
he had no licence. 

The thief, identified as Harb 
Abdul Jafil, had entered the 
flat by climbing to the roof of a 
neighbouring building and 
dropping into the veranda of 


the flat. He then forced open 
its aluminium door, according 
to the court hearings. 

The thief had broken several 
doors of the flat, which was not 
inhabited at the, time, making a 
lot of noise and awakening Mr. 
Abed, the owner’s brother, 
who lived in the lower flat, 
according to the lawyers for 
the defendant. 

They said that Mr. Jalil 
attacked Mr. Abed with a 
knife when he was surprised. 
Mr. Abed shot at the thief in 
self defence. 

Tbe court also ordered the 
confiscation of tbe gun hut 
acquitted Mr. Abed from the 
charge of manslaughter. 
According to court sources, 
tbe case has now been referred 
to the Court of Cassation for 
endorsement. 
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Ministry trying to raise funds 
for environmental strategy 


not# 1 

We** 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment is holding 
contacts with international orga- 
nisations to raise foods to finance 
projects mduded in die national 
environment strategy, Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
Abdul Razzak Tubeishat said 
Saturday. .. . 

The "minister made the 
announcement at a meeting by 
the Higher Sneering Committee 
for the Implementation of the 
National : E nvir onment Strategy 
to review the first phase of im- 
plementing the plan in Jordan. 

The steering committee is mak- 
ing arrangements for the formal 
decla ration of the national 
strategy at a general conference 
which would endorse a national 
document on the plan, according 
to a statement at the end of the 
meeting. 

Dr. Tubeishat told the meeting 
that the .International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature 


(IUCN) has been informed of 
Jordan's plans to implement the 
strategy and was requested to 
provide assistance to the country 
and finance this vital scheme, the 
minister said. 

The national stately has been 
prepared in cooperation with the 
IUCN and with financial help 
from the U.S. Agency for Inter- 
national Development (USAID). 

According to Dr. Tubeishat, 
the national strategy will be ready 
for implementation before con- 
vening of the World Conference 
on die Environment due to be 
held in Brazil in June of 1992. 

At tbe meeting, the national 
strategy was discussed, with 
attention focusing on an informa- 
tional plan to explain to die pub- 
lic the objectives of this strategy. 
The meeting also discussed coor- 
(fination between the committee 
and the various concerned gov- 
ernment departments to ensure 
the implementation of tbe plan. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings ore compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 


rt and ornamentation 
qyal Cultural Centre. 


by S alwh ^ the 


d Cultural Centre. 

wMWtioii by Jmnana Al Hussdni at Abdul Hameed 
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Princess 

Basma 

opens 

education 

centre 

AOABA (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma Satur- 
day opened a special education 
centre affiliated to the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) in Aqaba. 

GUVS Executive Board Chair- 
man Abdullah Khatib and 
Ahmad Sabah, chairman of AJ 
Thaghr Society for the Handicap- 
ped, which will supervise the 
works of the centre, delivered 
speeches praising Princess Bas- 
ina’s role in the field of voluntary 
and social work. 

They said the centre, which 
cost JD 110,000 will provide ser- 
vices to 60 mentally retarded 
persons in Aqaba District. The 
centre is the 10th of its kind 
established by GUVS. 

Princess Basma later laid the 
foundation stone for the Aqaba 
Islamic Charitable Society build- 
ing which will be used as a girts 
traditional handicrafts training 
centre.The building is also estab- 
lished by GUVS. 


* * 



HRH Princess Basma 

Princess Basma also toured 
several of the society’s schools 
and met representatives of 
women societies in the city. Prin- 
cess Basma discussed with them 
the role of women in serving the 
local community, their contribu- 
tion to voluntary and social work 
and comprehensive development 
process. 

Princess Basma also attended 
the Aqaba Islamic Society's 
celebration of its 25th 
anniversary. 

The society's chairman. Nasrat 
Al Bee tar. presented Her Royal 
Highness with the society’s shield 
in appreciation of her efforts in 
the field of social work. 

Princess Basma distributed 
awards to several of the society’s 
kidergarten and school princip- 
als. 


University of Jordan to 
begin awarding bachelors 
degree in midwifery 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Nursing 
Faculty at the University of Jor- 
dan which was established in 1973 
will introduce a programme for a 
bachelors degree in midwifery 
and arrangements are being made 
to implement this programme, 
according to Dr. Rafiqa Abdul 
Rahim, the faculty dean. 

Midwifery is a vital profession 
for the whole community and the 
new {dans are aimed at promoting 
the profession to cope with mod- 
ern developments and to provide 
Jordan with qualified midwives, 
said Dr. Abdul Rahim. 

The Faculty of Medicine is now 
bolding contacts to ensure financ- 
ing for the project, whose plans 
have already been drawn up, and 
efforts are being made to ensure 
sufficient staff for the new prog- 
ramme, she added. 

According to Dr. Abdul 
Rahim, her faculty is divided into 
three sections: clinical nursing, 
mother and childcare nursing and 
community nursing. Graduates of 
any of these programmes are 
awarded bachelor degrees, she 
said. 

With reference to tbe gradu- 
ates with bachelor degrees. Dr. 
Abdul Rahim com plained .that 
although all graduates find work, 
hospitals of the private or the 
public sectors tend to treat these 
graduates on the same level with 
those who carry diplomas in nurs- 
ing. 

Currently, tbe Faculty of Nurs- 


ing at the University of Jordan is 
in contact with other sectors and 
concerned authorities to establish 
a higher council for nursing to 
chart national policies on training 
nurses and employing them in 
hospitals and other centres. Dr. 
Abdul Rahim said. 

Dr. Abdul Rahim also pointed 
out that the current nursing prog- 
rammes introduced by the Minis- 
try of Education in 1974 are no 
longer capable of coping with die 
needs of the present and cannot 
be considered as a real profes- 
sion. 

She said that only through uni- 
versity level education can nurs- 
ing be considered as a profession. 
For this reason, she said, Muta 
University and the Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and Technolo- 
gy are following tbe University of 
Jordan’s example by establishing 
nursing faculties to award bache- 
lor degrees. 

Apart from the University of 
Jordan, several nursing colleges 
exist in the Kingdom. These col- 
leges, which are run by tbe gov- 
ernment, are the Jordan College 
of Nursing in Amman, the Irbid 
College of Nursing and Midwif- 
ery, and Zarqa College of Nursing 
and Midwifery, she said. 

Health Ministry sources bad 
reported that some 500 non- 
Jordanian nurses are still em- 
ployed in Jordan's private and 
public sectors hospitals. 


Home News in Brief 


New RJ board announced 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General and Chief Executive of 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Mahmoud Jamal Balqaz announced Satur- 
day the new members of RTs board. The board includes RJ 
Deputy Director for Financial and Administrative Affairs Omar 
Zoqash, Deputy Director for Air Operations Nasr Jumefan, 
Deputy Director for Marketing and Services Affairs Aql Bihaji, 
Deputy Director for Technical Affairs Zeid Kilani, Deputy. 
Director for Administrative Supervision Zuheir Dahman and 
Deputy Director General for Planning Majdi Sabri. The 
announcement was made at a meeting of RTs deputy directors 
and heads of its departments. During tbe meeting, Mr. Balqaz 
reviewed the financial and operational situation of the airline and 
gave an outline of tire establishment's new adminstrative system. 
Mr. Balqaz urged RTs staff to work as one team and to exert 
every possible effort to serve their establishment. 

Lower House to review law 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament will hold a 
meeting Sunday under the chairmanship of House Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat and in the presence of Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and the cabinet members. The meeting wifl discuss 
the Financial Committee's decision on the 1992 Budget Draft 
Law. 

Ministry calls for 
subscription renewal 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Transport and Communica- 
tions Saturday called on subscribers to its post offices all over the 
Kingdom to renew their subscriptions for the next year. An 
official source at the ministry said subscribers who do not pay the 
subscriptions fees before the end of January 1992 will have to pay 
a fine equalling half the amount of the fee. The source said if the 
subscription is not paid by the end of April, it will be 
automatically cancelled. 

Palestinian festival begins 

AMMAN (Petra) — A week-long festival entitled “The Celebra- 
tions of Stones and Bullets” was opened Saturday at Al Widhat 
ariwye Camp Club. The activities of the festival’s first day 
included the opening of three exhibitions by Palestinian ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Al Tayyeb Abdul Rahim, tbe exhibitions display 
books, paintings, posters and cartoons. In the next few days, the 
festival’s activities will indude seminars, lectures, theatre shows, ' 
poetry recitals and shows of films on the Palestine question. 


Amman-Zarqa 

railway 

proposal 

studied 

By Maha Addas! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

r 

AMMAN — The primary stages 
of a study to reactivate the use of 
the railway between Amman and 
Zarqa have been finalised, 
according to the Director of Rail- 
way Transportation Yahya 
Jdeitawi. 

Interior Minister Jawdat Al 
Sboul recently recommended this 
idea to tbe government as a 
method to reduce traffic acci- 
dents and pollution caused by 
traffic. Mr. Jdeitawi. who is also 
an engineer, said. 

“The idea to re-use railways is 
an old idea that originated in 
1975." Mr. Jdeitawi said. “Since 
then, three different studies on 
restarting railway transportation 
proved that that is not economi- 
cally feasible in Jordan.” 

He added that with the in- 
crease in traffice problems, the 
time seems appropriate to look 
into this idea once again. 

According to a source at tbe 
Ministry of Interior, an initial and 
brief primary study was proposed 
to the prime minister regarding 
this subject. 

“If the initial plan is approved, 
it mil be referred to tbe Ministry 
of Transport, after which a de- 
tailed study of tbe railway path 
will be undertaken. Topography 
and soil analyses will also be 
made,” Mr. Jdeitawi said. 

According to Mr. Jdeitawi, if 
the idea is approved, it is planned 
that railways with standard gages 
of international standards will be 
built. 

“This new line should pass in 
the same areas that the Hijazi 
railway passes, but it will be built 
to avoid foe sharp curves that are 
responsible for slower train 
speeds,” Mr. Jdeitawi said. 

He added that it is hoped that 
new locomotives and wagons will 
be part of tins new project. “Ther 
new system, however, will only 
be slightly fester than travelling 
by car but not very fast as the 
distance between the downtown 
area of Amman and Zarqa is not 
very long as to necessitate 
speed,” Mr. Jdeitawi said, emph- 
asising that the entire project is 
still in foe planning stage and if it 
is approved, 1992 will be the year 
when the idea will become con- 
crete. 


Crown Prince reviews 
relations, peace process 

with Bulgarian official 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
foe Regent, conferred at his 
office Saturday with visiting 
Bulgarian Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Stoian 
Ganev and his accompanying de- 
legation. 

Mr. Ganev handed the Regent 
a message addressed to His 
Majesty King Hussein from the 
Bulgarian president. Tbe con- 
tents of the message were not 
disclosed. 

Tbe two sides discussed Middle 
East questions as well as relevant 
issues connected with demogra- 
phy, water, armament and ener- 
gy. Prince Hassan reviewed with 
Mr. Ganev scopes of Bulgarian- 
Jordanian cooperation and pre- 
sented the Jordanian stand with 
regard to the ongoing peace pro- 
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fib Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan meets frith visiting 
Bu lgarian Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Stoian 
Ganev (Petra photo) 


For his part, Mr. Ganev ex- 
pressed his country’s appreciation 
of Jordan’s positive role, describ- 
ing it as a constructive role help- 
ing to enhance foe cause of 
peace. 

Economic cooperation be- 
tween Bulgaria and Jordan and 
tbe question of adjusting the ba- 
lance of trade between them were 
the main topics discussed Satur- 
day between Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and Mr. 
Ganev. 

The balance of trade between 
foe two countries is in favour of 
Bulgaria and discussion covered 
means of increasing the volume 
of Jordanian exports to Bulgaria. 

The meeting was attended by 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber as well as the delegation 
accompanying the Bulgarian 
minister on his visit to Jordan. 

Mr. Ganev, who is accompa- 
nied by a five-member delegation 
on his four-day stay in Jordan, 
was received earlier by Speakers 
of the Upper and Lower Houses 
of Parliament for a discussion on 
bilateral cooperation in Par- 
liamentary affairs and the Middle 
East situation. 

Upper House Speaker Ahmad 
Al Lawzi welcomed foe Bulga- 
rian minister, paying tribute to 
the friendly ties between Jordan 
and Bulgaria. Mr. Lawzi express- 
ed hope that Bulgaria would buy 
mqrejrf Jordan's phosphate, ce^ 
mehC potash, industrial products 


and vegetables so as to adjust foe 
balance of trade between the two 
countries. 

In reference to the current 
Middle East situation, Mr. Lawzi 
spoke in detail about the Gulf 
crisis, its consequences and the 
Palestine issue as well as Jordan's 
burdens resulting from these 
issues. Mr. Lawzi also spoke ab- 
out the plight of foe Palestinian 
people and Israel's repressive 
measurse. He welcomed Bulgar- 
ia’s offer to host the multilateral 
peace talks with Israel. 

For his part, Mr. Ganev spoke 
about the democratic changes in 
his country, noting that tbe Mus- 
lim minority in Bulgaria was 
given its bill rights like other 
citizens. 

He said that Bulgaria appreci- 
ates the role of His Majesty King 
Hussein to attain peace and his 
country was keen on promoting 
friendly ties with the Arab World 
in genera] and Jordan in particu- 
lar. Bulgaria, be said, supports all 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions and regards Israel's settle- 
ment programme as impeding the 
current peace process. 

Mr. Ganev extended an invita- 
tion to Mr. Lawzi to visit Bulgaria 
at the head of a parliamentary 
delegation. 

The Bulgarian official later met 
Speaker of tbe Lower House of 
Parliament Dr. Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat and discussed with him 
democratic changes in Bulgaria 
and Jordan in the past years. Dr. 
Arabiyat invited foe Bulgarian 
parliament to send a delegation 
•to visit Jordan and discuss par- 


liamentary affairs. 

Mr. Ganev reiterated his coun- 
try’s offer to Arab and Israeli 
parties to hold their multilateral 
talks m Sofia if they decide not to 
meet in Moscow. He said Bulgar- 
ia was keen on ensuring peace, 
stability and security m the Mid- 
dle East region. 

Mr. Ganev and Minister of 
Industry and Trade Abdullah En- 
sour earlier held formal talks on 
means of increasing tbe volume 
of trade and bolstering economic 
relations between foe two coun- 
tries. 

Dr. Ensour stressed foe need 
for the implementation of joint 
B u Igarian- J ordani an agreements 
which called for increased trade 
of diversified products and tbe 
utilisation of the free zones in 
Jordan which offer privileges for 
investors. He called for a meeting 
as soon as possible for a joint 
committee to carry out these 
agreements. 

Dt. Ensour also invited Bulgar- 
ia to join Jordan in carrying out 
joint ventures to produce com- 
modities in demand by the 
national markets of both coun- 
tries and others. He called for foe 
establishment of trade centres in 
Sofia and Jordan to promote the 
sale of Jordanian and Bulgarian 
products. 

The minister voiced Jordan’s 
readiness to reach new agree- 
ments with Bulgaria to organise 
bank settlements for trade ex- 
changes and called on Bulgarian 
investors to benefit from foe 
numerous incentives offered 
them in the Jordanian market.'- 


Now Available 




Shoes to care for your baby s feet 



The family Is now joined by Chicco shoes which make 

your baby's first steps both comfortable and happy. 


chicco 


cares for your children one generation after the other . . . 





Available now at the following pharmacies and stores: 

•Taraq Pharmacy - Tel: 898080 #AI Fajr Pharmacy - Tel: 819298 
• Zabeneh Pharmacy - Tel: 696287 # Samir Younis Pharmacy - Tel: 684101 

• lad Mataiqa Pharmacy - Tel: 684055 •ton Al Nafees Pharmacy - Tel:745105 
esnober Pharmacy -Tel: 685204 •AIBayader Pharmacy -Tel: 810162 

# Al Farid Trading EsL - Tel: 698058/698059 • Al Waha Stores - Tel: 8141 29 

• Modem Pharmacy / Irbid - Tel: 242308 
e Al Kheir Wal Salameh Pharmacy / Zarqa- Tel: 992442 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fafad A1 Fanefc 


Adjustment programme tested and proved effective 


THE meat credible evidence to the success of the economic 
adjustment programme agreed upon with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) is that the programme was tested before 
and proved to be very effective when it was implemented for the 
first time in 1989. 

In order for us to judge the success, or lack of it, of this 
programme, we have to recall the objectives of the programme. 
The programme -was meant to correct the distortions in the 
Jordanian economy, such as the excessive private and public 
consumption relative to the gross domestic product (GDP) and 
the resulting weakness of domestic savings, the large deficit in the 
central government budget, and the acute deficit in the current 
account of the balance of payments, especially the deficit hi the 
commodity balance of trade. We shall examine the performance 
of the programme in each of these three scores by comparing the 
outcome in the programmes first year (1989) with what was 
prevailing in the previous year (1988), before the programme was 
introduced. 


Statistics of actual performance indicate a definite success 
beyond doubt. The public consumption as a share of the gross 
domestic produtt declined from 26.2 per cent to 25.2 per cent. 
The share of the private consumption also dropped from 73.7 per 
cent to 69.6 per cent. Thus the public mid private sectors 
combined were able under the programme to lower the share of 
aggregate consumption in the country from 99.9 per cent of the 
GDP in 1988, to 94.8 per cent in 1989. The domestic savings thus 
sprang from a negligible 0.1 per cent of the GDP in 1988. to a 
respectable 5.2 per cent in 1989. The programme overcame the 
first category of distortions with flying colours. 

As far as deficit in the budget, before foreign grants, is 
concerned, .the figure declined from JD 531.4 million, or 24 per 
cent of the GDP in 1988, to JD 470.9 million, or 19.8 per cent of 
the GDP in 1989, an achievement that is worth praising. The fiscal 
deficit, after grants, declined in turn from JD 336.6 million, or 
15.2 per cent of tbe GDP, in 1988 to JD 166.6 million, or 7 per 
cent of the GDP in 1989. 


Finally, when it comes to the balance of payment, we find that 
tbe improvement was remarkable. The deficit in the commodity 
balance of trade decreased from S899 million in 1988 to 5733 
million in 1989. At the same time, the deficit in the current 
account of the balance of payments dropped from $288 million 
which formed 4.8 per cent of GDP in 1988, to $104 million which 
formed 2.5 per cent of GDP in 1989. 

These were tbe outstanding structural accomplishments of die 
economic adjustment programme in its very first year. Add to all 
that what the Jordanian people remember very well in restoration 
of stability of the Jordanian dinar exchange rate not only on 
paper, but also in the market place, the rebuilding of the Central 
Bank's reserves of foreign exchange which reached a point below 
zero at the first quarter of 1989, i.e. when the programme was 
adopted in April 1989. 

The Gulf crisis interrupted and consequently suspended a very 
successful process of economic structural reform. It is high time to 
resume this operation now, without hesitation. 


Where do we go 

from here? 


A lightning war, a vanished empire, a remarkable year 


MUSLIM FUNDAMENTALISTS around the 
world must be joyous at the stunning victory 
scored by their Algerian counterparts. The results 
of the first round of the Algerian elections and tbe 
victory of the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) are a 
strong message that must be ringing alarm bells 
all over the world. What makes the Algerian 
experience especially important is the fact that 
this will be the first time anywhere that Islamists 
reach power through elections. What would 
follow, either domestically in Algeria itself, re- 
gionally in the Arab World, or in the world at 
large, is any one’s guess. Events of the last decade 
have shown the impossibility of predicting with 
any near certainty the trend that governs domes- 
tic, regional or global changes. However, the 
Algerian Islamists are expected to immediately 
introduce legislation that would Islamise Algeria. 
On the North African region’s front, the FIS is 
sure to press its partners in the Arab Maghreb 
Union for increased Istamisation. They would 
naturally be expected to influence and help fellow 
Is lamis ts in both Morocco and Tunisia. Although 
it assured the West — and France in particular — 
that it will not opt for confrontation, the FIS is 
also certain to pres? the issue, of Algerian Immig- 
rants in France, oil and gas sales to Europe and 
North-South topics' in general. 

In the meantime, Arab and European govern- 
ments must be apprehensive of the FIS win. 
Would Algerians usher in a new way of interpret- 
ing Islam or would they be emulating the Islamic 
revolution in Iran? What is their domestic and 
foreign policy agenda? What would be their 
effect, negative or positive, on Islami c movements 
world-wide? These are only a few of the questions 
that only time will provide answers for. From now 
until then, there is a lot of work to be done both in 
the region and in the world at large to ensure that 
the new world order would not again be polarised, 
either between North and South or between Islam 
and the West. Instead of heading towards conflict 
— domestic, regional or global — peoples and 
nations should opt for dialogue, cooperation and 
reconciliation. The comeback of religion has been 
mitigated by injustices and imbalances created by 
the new defunct post- World War II order. Unless 
those injustices and imbalances are addressed, 
and strongly, the future will at best be dim. 


ARABIC 








NOW THAT tbe Soviet Union has collapsed as a superpower 
confronting the United States, Washington feels it has the whole 
world arena for itself, said A! Ra’i Arabic daily. The Americans' 
have flexed their muscles before the whole world by first crushing 
the Iraqi military might and by imposing a blockade on the Iraqi 
people whom they are starving and causing the Arab region a 
great deal of sufferings, said the paper. Being alone m tbe arena, 
the United States is not likely to find an equal opponent for a long 
time to come and not likely to give up its arrogance as a 
superpower ruling the world, said the paper. What is more likely 
to happen, though, is that the United States, not being confronted 
any longer, would soon be a victim of its own power and victim of 
the so-called new worid order, the paper predicted. This 
non-faomogeneous nation cannot maintain its strength for ever in 
die absence of a rival: and the American nation's ambitions are 
likely to end soon, the paper added. It said that the collapse of the 
Soviet Union and the Eastern European bloc is more likely to 
create a climate for new wars whose consequences are difficult to 
imagine at this point in time. 

A columnist in AI Ra’i daily Saturday called for the revival of the 
Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) which groups Iraq, Jordan, 
Egypt and Yemen. Since the summer of 1990, this council has 
been frozen but the four-member states did . not officially 
announce its demise which means there exists some life in it, said 
Fahd AI Fanek. Hie writer suggested that Syria and Sudan be 
allowed to join the group of four to help end differences among 
Arab states. Indeed, he said, the revival of the ACC should be 
considered as the only means of overcoming the serious consequ- 
ences of the Gulf crisis, helping to keep the Arab countries 
together and enhancing the Arab League. The writer said the 
revival of the ACC would help end the embargo on Iraq and help 
protect Iraq from disintegrating and help it confront the enemies 
of the Arab Nation surrounding Iraq. Once the ACC has been 
revived and expanded, it would group 60 per cent of the Arab 
World, forming a major economic power in the region, the writer 
continued. He said it is time that the freezing of this important 
econo mi c grouping ended for the best interest of all the Arab 
countries. 


By Mitchell Lambberg 
Tbe Associated Press 

THIS was tbe year of the Gulf 
war, one of the world’s swiftest 
and most lopsided military vic- 
tories. 

In 1991, an empire collapsed in 
the Soviet Union, sealing the end 
of the cold war. Civil war raged in 
Yugoslavia, and Mideast peace 
talks between Israel and Arab 
nations got under way. 

Saddam Hussein, George 
Bush, Mikhail Gorbachev, Boris . 
Yeltsin, Rajiv Gandhi, Jean-Ber- 
trand Aristide and Magic John- 
son were names in tbe headlines. 

It was a year of tremendous 
global change, change that came 
at an almost unprecedented pace. 
As 1991 began, the Soviet empire 
was shrinking. East Germany, 
Poland, Hungary, CzechosWa- 
kia — - all had lett the Soviet 
sphere in the previous year and a 
half. The United States was left 
as the world's only superpower. 

But the United States u«u ib 
hands full, too. Its economy was 
in a recession. Millions were 
without jobs, hundreds of 
thousands without homes. Amer- 
icans were disturbed about their 
nation’s drift and jittery about the 
prospects for a Gulf war. 

In August 1990, Iraqi President 
.Saddam Hussein had invaded 
Kuwait in a grab for oil. With 
support from the United Nations, 
President B.iish, sent U.S. trqops 
to neighbouring Saudi Arabia, By 
the end of 1990, Mr. Bush had 
given President Saddam Hussein 
an ultimatum: get out of 
Kuwait by Jan. 15 or get forced 
out. 

“It may turn out that the only 
language that Saddam Hussein 
understands is the language of 
force,” Vice President Dan 
Quayle told American troops in 
Saudi Arabia on new year’s day. 

Peace groups and some U.S. 
allies urged Mr. Bush to rely on 
an economic blockade to force 
President Saddam to his knees. 
But on Jan. 12, Congress granted 
Mr. Bush the authority to go to 
war. 

In a sense, tbe debate over the 
war was a referendum on the 
U.S. rote in what Mr. Bush liked 
to call tbe “new world order.” 

What it meant was that the 
United States would act as a 
global sheriff. Once again, it 
would send U.S. forces to settle a 
dispute in which it was not direct- 
ly involved. 

This time, though, it would be 
acting with the support of much 
of the worid. Tbe military would 
have the resources — and the 
political backing — to do the job. 
And the United States wouldn’t 
have the Soviet Union standing in 
its way. By mi (^January, 700,000 
troops from 29 nations were 
arrayed against Iraq, a half- 
rnfflion of them from the United 
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The_ssr_ began _ Jan 16, with 
airs trikes on Baghdad and other 
strategic sites in Iraq. President 
Saddam told bis people, “the 
Mother of All Battles is under 
way.” 

The allied strategy was to 
establish control of the skies and 
then “soften up” the Iraqi ground 
forces with day and night bomb- 
ing. No one knows how many 
Iraqis died in the unrelieved 
bombing, but it was surely tens of 
thousands. 

Iraq fired its Scud missiles at 
Saudi Arabia and, more provoca- 
tively, at Israel — to try to get the 
Israelis involved in the war and 
alienate Mr. Bush’s Arab allies. 
But Israel never took the bait. 

The final stage of the war was a 
ground invasion of Kuwait and 
southern Iraq that began Feb. 24 
and lasted three days. The allies, 
in a pincer assault, routed die 
Iraqis, tens of thousands of whom 
threw down their guns and sur- 
rendered. 

The U.S. commander, Gen. H. 
Norman Schwarzkopf, later ex- 
pressed some misgivings about 
leaving President Saddam in pow- 
er with considerable military 
dout. In July, a poll showed that 
seven of 10 Americans also be- 
lieved it was a mistake. 

The war left a mess in Iraq. 
Among other things, the United 
States bad to step in to save 
starving Kurdish refugees who 
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. were fleeing President Saddam’s 
• forces. 

But President Saddam held on. 
He had staying power, which set 
him apart from some other worid 
leaders. 

Jean-Bertrand Aristide was 
sworn in as Haiti's first democra- 
tically elected president on Feb. 7 
and was sent packing in a military 
coup Sept. 30. Soldiers took over 
the governments of Thailand and 
Mali. Ethiopian President Men- 
gjstu Haile Mariam resigned 
under pressure and fled his coun- 
try. French Prime Minister 
Michel Rocard was replaced 
by the country's first woman pre- 
mier, Edith Cresson. India's Ra- 
jiv Gandhi was killed by a human 
bomb — a suicide assassin who 
brought explosives to a campaign 
rally. 

Nowhere was tbe grip on pow- 
er more tenuous, or the stakes 
more profound, than in the 
Soviet Union. 

President Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev was a hero outside his 
country, but the world’s respect 
didn't count for much at home. 
As 1991 began, he found his 
authority being challenged from 
every corner. 

The Baltic republics were 
pressing for independence. Rus- 
sian Fade ration President Boris 
Yeltsin was openly challenging 
Mr. Gorbachev’s authority -in 
Moscow. Ordinary Soviet citizens 
were growing increasingly impa- 


tient with ’ Mr. Gorbachev’s- in- 
ability to turn around their eco- 
nomy. 

In June, Mr. Yeltsin visited 
Washington and told congres- 
sional leaders, “the people of 
Russia are ready for democracy, 
ready for reform.” 

What they got, at least for a 
few horrifying days in August, 
was something entirely different. 

On Aug. 19. while Mr. Gor- 
bachev was on vacation, old- 
guard communists seized power 
in a coup. Mr. Gorbachev was 
placed under house arrest — 
although that isn’t what Soviet 
citizens were told. 

“I should say that Mikhail 
Sergeyevich Gorbachev is now on 
vacation,” Vice President Gen- 
nady Yanayev, one of the coup- 
makers, told the nation, “...he is 
very tired after all these years.” 

The coup leaders failed to 
arrest Mr. Yeltsin, who marshal- 
led the forces of non-violent re- 
sistance and forced the plotters, 
in the end, to back down. 

Mr. Gorbachev was freed. The 
Communist Party was cast into 
disrepute and despair. The 
world’s oldest communist system 
was ushered out, a red shooting 
star that bad lasted 74 years. 

By mid-December, Mr. Gor- 
bachev had agreed to Mr. Yelt- 
sin's demands for a new, loosely 
tied commonwealth of indepen- 
dent states — the old republics. 
The Soviet Union, Ronald 


Reagan’s. “evil empire,” the na- 
tion . against which the United 
States had measured itself for 
decades, was simply vanishing off 
the face of the earth. 

“There will be no more red 
flag,” Mr. Yeltsin declared. 

Elsewhere in what had been 
communist East Europe, Yugos- 
lavia became mired in a civil war 
that cost thousands of lives in the 
rival republics of Serbia and 
Croatia. Tbe Warsaw Pact — 
communism’s answer to NATO 
— dissolved itself. 

Suddenly, the world was a 
much di ffere nt place. When the 
United States helped convene 
Middle East peace talks, its 
almost-silent partner was its old 
foe, the Soviet Union. 

The Mideast became a less 
forbidding place in other ways, 
too. 

On Dec. 4, Associated Press 
correspondent Terry Anderson 
was released after almost seven 
years as a hostage of extremist 
Shiite Muslims. He was the last of 
foe American captives in 
Lebanon. 

British and French hostages 
were released earlier, but two 
Germans remained in captivity. 
Israel, meanwhile, kept hundreds 
of Arabs imprisoned in southern 
Lebanon. 

Tbe U.S. economy slumped 
into a recession and stayed there. 
The electorate became angry, re- 
sentfuL Incumbents lost elections 


with shocking regularity. Politics ^ 
became even ugDer than usual. 

Next to the war and the eco- 
nomy, no event captured Amer- 
icans attention as much as Presi- , 
dent Bush's nomination of Judge T 
Clarence Thomas to the Supreme. \ 
Court. What fascinated Amer- 
Hass was not that the conserva- 
tive Thomas was only die second 
black nominated to tbe court 
Rather, it was a remarkable tele- * 
vised Senate hearing into aliega- . 
dons that Mr. Thomas once sex- 
ually harassed an aide, Anita 
Hill. 

In the end, the Senate sided 
with Mr. Thomas and confirmed 
his nomination. Americans were 
disgusted — either by the con- . 
firmation or the way the Senate - - 
handled it, or both. 

For sheer revulsion, though, 
nothing compared with horrify- 
ing killin gs in Wisconsin and in 
Texas. j 

Jeffrey L. Dahmer, a 31-year- 
old factory worker, was charged 
with 17 counts of murder after the 
dismembered bodies of 11 people 
were found in his Milwaukee 
apartment. Other bodies were 
found elsewhere, Dahmer’s vic- 
tims over the years. 

George Hennard tolled 23 peo- 
ple in a angle 10-minute burst of - 
rage. It happened in a Texas 
cafeteria on Oct. 16, and was the 
vyorst mass killing in U.S. history. 
Hennard took a 24th life as well 
— Jhis own. _ . 

.Among the notables who died 
in 1991 were Norway's King 
CHav, prima ballerina Dame Mar- 
got Fonyteyn,. jazz giants Stan 
Getz and Miles Davis, singer- 
actor Yves Montand, and Nobel 
prize-winning author Isaac 
Bashevis Singer. 

Newspaper tycoon Robert 
Maxwell died mysteriously when 
be feU — or so investigators said ' 
— off his yacht. His sons inher- * 
ited a financial nightmare, and 
soon Maxwell’s holdings were in 
bankruptcy. 

The most convoluted business - 
failure of the year was the Bank 
of Credit and Commerce Interna- - 
tional, which 'was shut down by 
regulators worldwide who found 
global fraud and intrigue. 

The AIDS epidemic caused 
more hmnap tragedies in 1991. 
Worldwide, an estimated eight 
million people carry HTV, the 
AIDS vires, and that number wQl 
grow to 40 million by the year 
2000, researchers say. 
Three-quarters of them catch it * 
through sex between men and - 
women. 

■ 

-Earvin “magic” Johnson, so- . 
perstar of the Los Angeles Lak- : 
ers, personalised the epidemic. 

He announced in November he 
was retiring from professional 
basketball 'because be had been 
infected with the AIDS vims 
from his sexual encounters wife 
various women. 
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As recession goes on, Americans lose faith in future 
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By Berod Detrasmann 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Tbe United 
States, troubled by a recession 
that refuses to go away, has slid 
into its deepest crisis of confi- 
dence in more than three de- 


Accordmg to a series erf public 
opinion polls, the latest released 
this week, most Americans be- 
lieve the economy is going from 
bad to worse, fear for their jobs 
and feel their standard of living is 
in danger. 

American students no longer 
take it for granted that they win 
live better than their parents, a 
notion that has been part of the 
“American dream” through most 
of U.S. history. 

Unemployment has overtaken 
drugs and crime as the public's 
mam concern as U.S. companies 
announced layoffs at the rate of 
2,600 a day. many of them affect- 
ing middle class employees 
bypassed in previous economic 


downturns. 

In the 1981-1982 slump, white- 
collar jobs actually increased — 
by around 750,000 — while blue- 
collar workers were laid off. 

Some economists compare the 
present sense of pessimism and 
gloom with 1958, a year which 
saw the first sharp recession after 
World War 'II. Others say they 
cannot remember any tune of 
such malaise. 

“There is... a deep-seated con- 
cern which I must say to you I 
have not seen in my lifetime," 
Alan Greenspan, the chairman of 
the Federal Reserve, told Con- 
gress last week. 

British broadcaster Alistair 
Cooke, who has chronicled the 
United States for more than 40 
years in a weekly “Letter from 
America,” said recently he could 
not remember a time when 
Americans “complained more, in 
a tone close to despair...” 

To crank up the economy, the 
Federal Reserve cut interest rates 
to their lowest level in 27 years, a 


move which won applause from 
experts and the Bush administra- 
tion and sent the stock market 
sharply higher. 

The cut, announced the same 
day General Motors said it was 
dismissing 74,000 workers, failed 
to impress the average American. 
An opinion poll taken two days 
after the rate reduction showed 
that two-thirds of the public con- 
tinued to believe tbe economy 
was worsening. 

The survey, conducted for 
Money Magazine and ABC 
News, said a record 93 per cent of 
those interviewed rated the U.S. 
economy as “poor” or “not so 
good.” 

Many economists insist that 
such bleak views are not justified 
by any of the standard measures 
used to gauge economic perform- 
ance. Compared with previous 

recessions, they say, the pre- 
sent one is relatively mild. 

Unemployment, for example, 
now stands at 6.8 per cent. In 
1982, it peaked at almost 10 per 


cent and in the mid-1970s' it 
readied 8.5. 

In international comparisons, 
U.S. unemployment is lower than 
in many industrialised countries 
which manage to five with higher 
rates without the fear and sense 
of insecurity that has swept the 
United States. 

Australia (10.1 per cent), Bel- 
gium (8.3), Canada (10.3), 
France (9.7), Italy (10 J), Spain 
(15.4), Britain (8.7) all have high- 
er joblessness rates. 

But figures do not tell the 
whole story. Not since the Great 
Depression of the 1930s has an 
economic downturn cut across 
such a broad spectrum of society. 

“This recession has affected a 
larger cross-section of tbe work 
force than previous ones,” said 
Thomas Kochan, who teaches 
labour relations at the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technolo- 
gy. “It includes higher-status em- 
ployees who felt they were im- 
mune ” 

Those who tost their jobs in the 


past 17 months ranged from 
bankers and brokers to airline 
pilots and computer experts. 
Mid-level managers were particu- 
larly hard hit. 

Even companies that once 
seemed to offer lifetime job 
security, such as IBM and Xerox, 
joined the list of corporations 
which dismissed workers. In 
many cases, corporate cost cut- 
ters handled layoffs with unusual 
■ruthlessness. 

Local newspapers across the 
country have been full of stories 
about employees being turned 
into the street after 25 or more 
years with the same company. 
Many have no chance of getting 
new employment. 

The unspoken white-collar em- 
ployment contract is being tom 
up,” columnist Robert Samuel- 

son noted in the Washington 
Post “It was if I’m loyal to the 
company, it will protect me.”’ 

There are few white-collar 
workers now who feel safe and 


their fears have an enormous 
psychological impact: roughfy 
two thirds of the work force is 
made up by white-collar workers. 

In previous slumps, the eco- 
nomy produced enough new jobs 
to absorb most of those thrown 
out of work. This time, tens ci 
thousands of jobs simply dis- 
appear and no new jobs spring 
op. 

recession really is diffe- 
rent/’ said Jerome Levy, who 
nms an economic: Gen* 

tre attached to Bard College in 
New York. “This is not tbe typic- 
al post-World War Q 'inventory 
recession* or. some cither short- 
term disruption,” 

Mr. Levy calk the present 
downturn a “contained depress- 
ion” because of the need to 
absorb excess capacity and excess 
debt as opposed to excess inven- 
tory are more depression than 
recession phenomena- 

However, there are now safe- 
guards in place to prevent a 
1930s-style depression, .he - said* 
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By W niiftm S afin * 

WASHINGTON — Headline 
writers are the poets of the uni- 
verse next door. These eye- 
strained wretches understand the 
restraints of space and meter that 
bind the writers of Shakespea- 
rean sonnets (three quatrains fol- 
lowed by a couplet) or Japanese 
haiku (three lines, having five, 
seven and five syllables). like the 
poet, the headline writer tries to 
shoehorn great messages into a 
few words: some, to show an 
affinity to poetry, slip allusions to 
famous poeos into their every 
headlines. 

Most of us mi ss these allusions: 
they are private communications 
to the cognoscenti, phrases out of 
our literary past scribbled by our 
horseless headmen across a news- 
paper page, put in a bottle and 
thrown out to the sea of feces. 
Thanks to the .members of the 
Poetic Allusion Watch,- these fur- 
tive expressions of our subliminal 
culture are spotted when washed 
up on the beach of this column. 

Consider a piece by C.G. 
Cupic datetined Osijek, Yugosla- 
via, about the dvfl war between 
Serbs and Croats, beginning: 
“The River Drava flows lazily 
across the rich Slavonian plain.'* 
The International Herald Tri- 
bune heatffine writer capitalised 
on the sense of place in the 
feature lead by writing, “On a 
Darkening Plain, War and Re- 
conciliation." 

If memory’s fond deceiver 
serves, that comes from Matthew 
Arnold’s Dover Beach,” pub- 
lished in 1867, perhaps written 
around 1848, to suggest the poet’s 
concern with the third wave of 
the European revolution. "And 
we are here as on a darkling 
pUinJSwept with confused 
alarms of struggle and flight./ 
Where ignorant armies dash by 
night.” . . 


Let us be true to one another: 
When it came to the key word, 
the poetic allosioneer choked. 
DarUing was changed to darken- 
ing. perhaps by another editor 
unversed in verse, or by the 
original headline writer who 
didn't remember the line correct- 
ly or who thought the archaic 
word was too much for a modem 
audience. Darkling dates back to 
Middle East as an adve ? for “in 
the dark,” and by the ,8th cen- 
tury it was used as an adjective 
for “obscure, lying in darkness”* 
James Russell Lowell, his homy 
band toiling in an 1884 ode to the 
poet Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
used it this way: “As many poets 
with their rhymes/Oblivion's 
darkling dust o’ewhelms” But 
“on darkling plain" is the most 
famous context of the moody 
word. 

Above Russell F. Weifley's re- 
view of "Fatal Decision: Anzio 
and the Battle for Rome" by 
Carlo D'Esie, the New York 
Times Book Review headline 
writer chose “Someone Had 
Blundered." As Emil Kaczor of 
Detroit noted, this was from 
Alfred. Lord Tennyson's 1854 
“The Charge of the Light Bri- 
gade," an apt allusion to the 
bloody beachhead at Anzio in 
World War II: “Forward, the 
Light Brigade’/Was there a man 
dismayed? /Not though the sol- 
dier knew/Some one had blun- 
dered." In this allusion, the 
poet’s two-worded some one was 
written in the modem style as 
someone, probably because 
someone hung up on the 
stylebook had goofed. 

A nice literary, though not 
poetic, allusion was noted by Joel 
F. Studebaker of Princeton, New 
Jersey, in The New York Times's 
headline over a sports-page story 
from Chicago that begins, “Mark 
Grace capped a three-run rally in 
the ninth inning with a two-out 


Jordan’s Islamists jubilant 
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(Contained from page 1) 
meat. 

“I think the Brotherhood 
sees the FIS victory as a 
?****£ for the fundamental- 
ist trend in the Muslim 
World,” said an observer, 
who preferred anonymity. 
“They (tiie Brotherhood) are 
hoping that the Algerian 
trend will move eastwards, 
and -with the three Islamic 
power centres — Iran, Sudan 
and Algeria — they expect to 
consolidate their power.” 

Senior government offi- 
cials as well as members of 
other blocs in Parliament de- 
clined comment on the Alge- 
rian elections saying it was an 
internal Algerian affair. 

The six-member indepen- 
dent Islamic Bloc in the Low- 
er House expressed satisfac- 
tion with the Algerian elec- 
tion results. 

“It is the democratic choice 
of the -people of Algeria,” 
said Mtdr Bustanji, speaking 
on behalf of the bloc. 

Hamas, the leading Islamic 
movement and a key player 
in the- four-year-old Palesti- 
nian uprising, bailed the out- 
come of the Algerian elec- 
tions. 

“The Algerians have 
showen to title world that 
Islam is their genuine 
choice,” said Hamas in a 
statement sent to Reuters. 

“Your great victory has 
painted signs of happiness on 
the faces of all your mujahe- 
deen brethren here and has 
given them new hope and 
strength,” added the group. 

"The victory of the Islamic 
movement in Algeria also 
represe n t s the yearning of the 
Algerian people to a better 
life,” Mr. Bustanji said. “In- 
deed it is an internal Algerian 
affair and we hope that the 


outcome of the elections will 
not only serve to achieve the 
national aspirations of the 
Algerians people but will also 
serve the interest of the Isla- 
mic Ununa,” he told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Asked whether he thought 
the Algerian election results 
would have any impact on the 
Islamic movement in Jordan, 
Mr. Bustanji expressed the 
“general opinion” that “the 
trend char we saw in Algeria 
is the most visible' sign of the 
spread of Islam and Islam's 
teachings as well as of the 
Islamic struggle in the con- 
temporary world.” 

A spokesman for another 
hardline fundamentalist fac- 
tion, the Islamic Jihad-Beit 
AJ Maqdes led by Sheikh 
Asad Bayyoud A1 Tamimi, 
also welcomed the bold the 
Islamists secured in the Alge- 
rian legislature. “We con- 
gratulate oar brothers and 
allies for this victory, which is 
a victory for all Muslims,” 
the unidentified spokesman 
was quoted as saying by Reu- 
ters. 

Deputy Mohammad Abu 
Oleim — who said his com- 
ments did not represent his 
Constitution Bloc in the 
House, expressed the opinion 
that few parallels could be 
drawn between the Islamic 
movements in Jordan and 
Algeria. 

“The priority and interests 
of the Algerians are quite 
different from that of the 
Jordanian movement,” be 
said and pointed out to the 
differences in the political 
systems of the two countries. 

“The situation of Jorda- 
nians cannot be compared 
with the Algerians’ aspiration 
to justice," he said referring 
to the liberation that has in- 
troduced over the years. 
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.’.growth is. stagnating, and unem- 
'pfoyment last month topped 2.8 
^millinn people to include 9.8 per 
jxnt of the workforce. 

•? **WiH it stiO be possible for this 
' country of human rights to wel- 
come them?”, editorialist Chantal 
Dicfier wrote in the newspaper 
L’est Republican. 

The Socialist Party said the 
success of the fundamentalists 
Wa & the predictable outcome of 
Algeria's long-standing one-party 


Took 


“The rise of the FIS is, not 
surprisingly, penalising 30 years 
of single-party rule which did not 
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Bice* the needs and expectations 
<rf the country,” the party said in 
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In the Mediterranean city of 
Marseille, home to 50,000 Alge- 
rians, the director of the Great 
Mosque welcomed the election 
results. 

“The people were able to put 
Algeria on the road to democra- 
cy." Hadj Aiffi told Reuters. 

“Is l amic Algeria has redisco- 
vered its identity. This Dec. 26 


wfll go down as the day of libera- 
tion,” he said. 

Commentators in Morocco 
attributed the FIS success to the 
failures of the old ruling party but 
differed in assessing the probable 
impact on Algeria’s neighbours. 

Mohammad Khalifa, member 
of the executive bureau of the 
huge Istiqlal Party, said the FIS 
victory could have no effect on 
the Moroccan system of govern- 
ment . _ , , . , 

But sociologist and publisher 

Ahmad AJ Koben predicted the 
other North African countries 
would find it difficult coping with 
the influence of fundamentalists. 

“In Morocco, Islam has always 
been part of the social and cultu- 
ral background. The king, the 
commander of the believers, rep- 
resents spiritual authority and en- 
sures respect for the principles of 
Islam,” Mr. Khalifa told Renters. 

Mr. Kohen, who runs the 
monthly review AJ Assess, said 
that on the contrary, if the FIS 
came to power in Algeria, they 
would have the means to help 
(jkeminded groups In neighbour- 
ing states. 


double." The bead: “Grace, 
Under Pressure in 9th, Doubles 
to Cap Cubs’ Rally." In The New 
Yorker magazine of Nov. 30, 
1929, Ernest Hemingway, one of 
the mighty minds of old. defined 
guts as “grace under pressure." 

An Op-Ed page editor at The 
New York Tunes headed a piece 
by Ernesto F. Betancourt "Let 
Cuba Be Cuba”; this, as Jeffrey 
Page of the Passaic, New Jersey, 
office of the Record notes, 
“assumes that I associate the line 
with “Let Reagan be Reagan’ and 
that I- am satisfied with the secon- 
dary orginality (it is from Jack 
Kemp, right?)" 

This was a phrase popularised 
by Jack F. Kemp, who disclaims 
coinage, in urging White House 
“handlers" to permit Reagan to 
express his true nature. It had 
previously appeared in January 
1982 as a theme of a United 
States Information Agency global 
broadcast directed at Soviet im- 
perialists to “Let Poland Be Po- 
land.” 

When Bhagawan Shree Ra- 
jneesh was arrested for some 
wrongdoing, the Washington 
Post editorialist Meg Greenfield 
was heard to murmur. “Let Bha- 
gawans be Bhagawans,” a play on 
bygones from Sir Francis Nether- 
sole's 1648 “Let bygans be 
bygans." The usage, however, 
was bottomed on a 1938 work by 
the poet Langston Hughes titled 
“Let America Be America 
Again,” which states, “O. let 
America be America again — / 
The land that never has been yet 
— /And yet must be — /The land 
where every man is free.” 

Poetic allusions are not limited 
to headline writers. We have this 
literary allusion from a New York 
Times editorialist to cast doubt 
on Iranian denials of complicity 
in the murder of a translator of 
“The Satanic Verses," Salman 
Rushdie's reputedly blasphemous 


novel: " Circumstantial evidence, 
like finding feathers in the cat's 
milk, can be highly persuasive." 

See Henry David Thoreau's 
journal entry of Nov. 11, 1854: 
“Some circumstantial evidence is 
very strong, as when you find a 
trout in the milk." 

“The alteration is appropri- 
ate,” finds Gary Muldoon of 
Ro Chester, New York. 
“Thoreau's reference to fishy has 
to do with milk that’s been 
adulterated — not exactly one of 
big business's scams du jour. 
Only by knowing of the problems 
of yesteryear does one readily 
grasp Thoreau's reference. The 
Times ’s mentioning of feathers 
makes the statement more ac- 
cessible, conjuring images of 
Sylvester finally getting the jump 
on poor TWeety Bird.” 
Journalists are not alone in the 
poetic allusion dodge. In Arizo- 
na. before entering an airtight 
greenhouse called Biosphere 2 
with seven other intrepid ecolog- 
ists, Dr. Roy Walford, a geronto- 
logist and survivalist, was quoted 
as telling the world: “Listen, 
there is a hell of universe next 
door waiting to be bom.” 

That was not an idle reference 
to nearby California or Nevada; 
as Arnold Henderson of High- 
land Park; New Jersey, points 
out, that is an allusion to a 
fictional doctor's line in the poet 
e.e. cumming’s 1944 “Ixl." (or 
“one times one”), the uncapital- 
ised cummings liked to paint 
words on a page, so here is his 
layout: 

A world of made 
is not a world of bora... 

We doctors know 
a hopeless case if — 
listen: there’s a hell of 
a good universe next 
door; let’s go — 

The International Herald Tri- 
bune (New York Times Service) 


Welcome to Marna House 


By Nidal M. Ibrahim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

GAZA — Sitting in the living 
room wrapped tightly in a 
brown, woollen shawl, Alya 
Shawa stares at the television 
screen intent on'the news. Ex- 
asperated that neither Jorda- 
nian, nor Syrian, Egyptian or 
Israeli channels have anything 
on the ongoing peace process, 
she pulls out her tittle short- 
wave radio, extends the anten- 
na and starts moving the dials. 

With the peace talks in 
Washington, Ms. Shawa con- 
stantly monitors the news for 
any new developments. After 
all, the source to beat all 
sources has to constantly up- 
date her information. 

Ms. Shawa, manager of 
Mama House, a hotel in the 
Gaza Strip that is run more like 
a home for wayward reporters 
and visiting officials, has been 
called by some the Palestinian 
Ministry of Information. Rare- 
ly do reporters or visiting offi- 
cials, be they from a foreign 
country, the United Nations or 
any other international orga- 
nisation, set foot in Mama 
House without eventually 
seeking the help or advice of 
the 60-year-old Ms. Shawa in 
tracking down information. 

“The boys (reporters) all call 
me ‘mother’," she says, the 
beginning of a smile creeping 
onto her face. "And if some- 
thing in town happens, they 
call me.” 

Ms. Shawa has been running 
Mama House for 12 years. “It 
gives me pleasure to meet peo- 
ple and it allows me to do 
something for my country,” 
she says. “And strangely 
enough, it made me realise 
how much 1 loved Gaza. It 


allowed me to meet with peo- 
ple from Gaza.” 

Mama House's popularity 
with reporters and visiting offi- 
cials grew because of Ms. Sha- 
wa’s knowledge of the area and 
its people. A dose friend of 
Haidar Abdul Shafi. the leader 
of the Palestinian delegation at 
the peac^ process, she is con- 
stantly updated on the latest 
details. 

In addition to her under- 
standing of Gaza, Ms. Shawa 
was constantly visited by the 


young boys in the area and 
forged a dose friendship with 
them. Usually, when journal- 
ists were in town, one of the 
boys would serve as a tour 
guide. 

“Most of them (the boys) 
and in jail now," Ms. Shawa 
says as she pokes the fire in the 
fireplace, sending embers 
flying. “Some of them have left 
the country.” 

Despite the distance be- 
tween them, Ms. Shawa says 
she is constantly in touch with 


I walk between 

darkness and tight 

the light of exile and 

the shining memory of home. 

The land I knew 
is given up to strangers. 

There in the sunshine 
do they fed my shadow? 

— Mahmoud Darwish (Embroidered poem 
Marna House, in the Gaza Strip). 


ou top of fireplace in 


the boys. Occasionally, she 
even gets a letter from Ansar- 
III. the notorious Israeli prison 
that has been filled by the mass 
arrests of intifada activists. 

So popular has Marna 
House become that the Palesti- 
nian delegates sometimes hold, 
strategy meetings there. “They 
all tell me when we have a state 
this will be it (ministry of in- 
formation). I tell them you 
bring me a state then, all I 
want is a tent to be away from 
all of you',” she laughingly 
said, giving the impression she 
is tired of being on top of 
things. 

Until she gets her tent, Ms. 
Shawa says she will continue to 
run her hotel, providing repor- 
ters and foreign dignitaries 
with a place to stay while in 
Gaza. And while staying there, 
Ms. Shawa is sure to impart 
with a little information on the 
state of the Palestinian 
struggle. 








m 

Alya Shawa, the manages* of Marna House, a 
hold In the Gaza Strip, sits in front of the 
fireplace with the radio at hand, ready to get 


news on the affairs of the world (Photo by Nidal i 
Ibrahim) I 


Israel, S. Africa in joint missile project 


ISRAEL has been secretly de- 
veloping its Barak anti-missile 
missile in conjunction with South 
Africa, reports the fortnightly 
naval newsletters Navint. 

The Barak, designed in Israel, 
is a vertically-launched missile 
intended for use against anti-ship 
missiles. According to the news- 
letter, trial launches were con- 
ducted off the Natal coast in 
August by technicians from the 
South African govern ipenl-own- 
ed weapons manufacturer 
Armscor and by Israeli experts. 

Navint commented that the 
Israel-South African collabora- 
tion on the Barak was “certain to 
upset Washington, which has 
long tried strictly to ensure no 
missile technology reaches South 
Africa either from American or 
other sources." Washington win 
be particularly irritated in view 


of Israel's recent agreement to 
join the Missile Technology Con- 
trol Regime (MTCR), an accord 
under which the leading indus- 
trialised states seek to restrict the 
proliferation of nuclear-capable 
missiles. 

Development of Israel’s other 
anti-missile missile, the Arrow, 
has meanwhile suffered a setback 
with the failure of the latest test 
launch, on 31st October. The 
objective was for the Arrow to' 
intercept a missile simulating an 
incoming ballistic missile. Flight 
International, however, cited 
sources dose to the project as 
saying that, although the Arrow 
left the launcher, it “did not 
behave as expected." The target* 
missile was not engaged and tele- 
metry (control signals between 
the Arrow and its controllers on 
the ground) was lost. 


A similar problem afflicted the 
Arrow's first test firing, in August, 
1990, when the missile had to be 
destroyed 4.8 seconds after 
launch, and the second test, in 
March 1991, when telemetry was 
lost after 26 seconds. ■ 

The Arrow had been scheduled 
for deployment in 1995. Accord- 
ing to Flight, however, the latest 
failure will cause a delay of “at 
least one year” — CAABU. 
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY IN BANKING 

INTERNATIONAL DIVISION & TREASURY 

OPERATIONS 

■ 

■ ■ 

"f 

A MAJOR BANKING CLIENT OUTSIDE JORDAN REQUIRES AN EXPERIENCED 
STAFFMEMBER FOR ITS INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS WITH A MINIMUM OF 
5 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN INTERNATIONAL DEALINGS AND OPERATIONS. THE *[ 
CANDIDATE WILL BE DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BANK'S DEALING U 
OPERATIONS IN ADDITION TO PROVIDING - REQUISITE GUIDANCE AND rjlj 
SUPPORT FOR THE BANK'S OTHER INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS ACTIVITIES, Vlj 
THE CANDIDATE'S QUALIFICATIONS SHOULD" INCLUDE A UNIVERSITY '} 
DEGREE IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION WITH SPECIALISATION IN BANKING . 

AND FINANCE. r }\ 

! 

ALL APPLICATIONS WILL BE TREATED WITH STRICT CONFIDENCE. KINDLY •; 
SEND YOUR APPLICATION AND CV TO: . f 

RECRUITMENT OFFICER . P.O.BOX 183328 . AMMAN JORDAN. 


JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


| PACKING. Alfl FREIGH1 
I FORWARDING. DOOR-lo 
; DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 





RESERVATIONS 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

^TEi 604676 60469b ^ 
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The first A beet 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabs! Amman, near 
Ahltyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.TJl . 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. $399$$ 


CROWN g 

INTL EST, ^ 

Packing, shipping, J 

forwarding, storage, 1 
clearing, door-to-door | 
service f 
Air^e^an^^n^S 

Tel: 664090 ■ 

Fax: 690852 ■ 

F.O-Box 926487 AmmanJ 


' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


■ Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdonn Real 


Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 



Just cal! NIDAL 


[Tel. 810605, 810609, 
iL__Fax: 810520. 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 

* 00p|00 

Saudi Real Estate 
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AUTHENTIC^ 

CHINESE 

CUISINE J 

elegant "aSr 

colorful aimosphcre 
nuhlcuic pra-c* 

fthofiibunulL'l btf.GSu 
( dow open daily 1 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

lOpM IMU-JJU A JL ui> I 


AQABA 


Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel y 

[TaLBSf922, Aminml 

Once Tested 

L Always Lived /Ay -Jj 




E FOOD 


Su 
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SILVER & CHOCOLATES 

Open from 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

ABDOUN CIRCLE 

TEL. 823000 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gei:- 

* JUMBO photo 

sixm JO% harper 

• Free Metal Fr ame 

13 X tffc.ni 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grind lays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


1 


TheftegercyPobce Hofei 


It 


Open daily 

I2.H0 - 1S.H0 & 18 J9 -23 -30 

■ 

Tel: 03-314415. 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

Fur Rescrwnum: JeM Amman 
Third Ci fi le 7W. fl/fOof) - fi/i/Jo/ 



[ LOBBY LOUNGE 

i Isabel 

DAILY PIANO 

ENTERTAINMENT 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P O BO' - 9^03 ■ Fa < 602*34 
Tele- 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Dutch, former Soviets [ 2 killed in 


advance in Hopman Cup 


(AP) — Power-servers 
Kicbard Krajicek and Brenda 
lifted the Netherlands to 
a 3-0 victory over Australia Satur- 
day in the first round of the 
•nopman Cup exhibition team 
tennis tournament. 

! ' Schultz beat Australia's top 
«Oraan player Rachel McQuillan 
’ (5-7), 6-3, 6-2 in the opening 
'•omen's singles and Krajicek 
®n crushed Todd Woodbridge 
6-3 in the men's singles. 
^Schultz and Krajicek defeated 
the Australian duo 8-4 in the 
mixed doubles, which was re- 
duced to one pro set. The Nether- 
lands now faces second-seeded 
Spain. 

•l Natalia Zvereva and Andrei 
Cherkasov, who formerly repre- 
sented the Soviet Union but are 
hilled as representing the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States, also advanced to the quar- 
terfinals. 

Zvereva and Cherkasov took a 
winning 2-0 lead over Britain to 
clinch a meeting Sunday with the 
fourth-seeded Swiss team of 
Jakob Hlasek and Manuela 
Maleeva- Fragn ierc. 
r Zvereva defeated Jo Dune 4-6, 


60, 64, while Cherkasov defe- 
ated Jeremy Bates 6-3. 4-6. 6-1. 

Germany, which will be repre- 
sented by Boris Becker and Steffi 
Graf, is the top seed for the cup, 
which is decided by women’s 
singles, men’s singles and mixed 
doubles matches. 

Other top pairings include the 
brother and sister Spanish team 
of Emilio Sanchez and Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario and the third- 
seeded American combination of 
Derrick Rostagno and Amy Fra- 
zier. 

The top four teams all had first 
round byes. 

The winning combination in 
the exhibition will share 
SI 10,000. The runners-up will 
share $62,500. 

The tournament will continue 
through Jan. 3 and is one of a 
number of warm-up events for 
the Australian Open, which will 
be played Jan. 13-26 at the 
National Tennis Centre in Mel- 
bourne. 

Earlier, Karel Novacek and 
Helena Sukova combined for a 
mixed-doubles victory Friday 
night and lifted Czechoslovakia 
to a 2-1 win over Japan in the first 


round of the Hopman Cup. 

Novacek and Sukova beat 
Japanese Yashnfumi Yamamoto 
and Kimiko Date 6-2, 64 After 
the teams were level 1-1 after the 
singles matches at the Perth Su- 
perdome- 

Date gave Japan a 1-0 lead by 
defeating Sukova 6-3, 2-6, 7-5 in 
the opening women's singles. 

The Japanese player occa- 
sionally switched die racket to 
her left hand and her ambidex- 
trous play clearly rattled her old- 
er, more powerful opponent. 

Date, 21, saved a match point 
at 4-5 in the final set. but held 
serve, broke Sukova in the next 
game and then served out for the 
match. 

Yamamoto, who is rated 824th 
the world to his opponent’s 


in 


eighth, gave Novacek a tough 
fight before losing the men's sing- 
les, 62, 67 (8-10), 63. 

The Czech player lost his tem- 
per in the second set when he 
squandered three match points in 
the tiebreak, but regained his 
composure in the decisive set, 
rallying from 1-3 to win five 
straight games. 


1991 


a good year for Connors 


MUNICH, Germany (AP) — 
Jimmy Connors can look back at 
1991 and smile. 

“It was a very interesting year 
in a lot of ways. The year sur- 
prised me.” 

'Cdnnors said. “I started out 
this year happy to start playing 
and ended up haring a hell of a 
five-month' run.” 

“It's very difficult to say what 
the U.S. Open did for me. Not 
only to my tennis but also my 
mind and my heart about the 
game and about the sports fan.” 
“I won't really appreciate it 
until I am away from Tennis 
totally. When my competing days 
are over. I can sit down and say 
‘hfey. This was an incredible 
time’.” 

Trouble is, Connors’ compet- 
ing days are not over yet as he 
approaches 1992. 

“If I could go out and play next 
year like I did this year... that 
would be pretty nice.' 


it 



family a two-month break' api 
thep$e*-and the slopes before. be 
cartes back to tennis next ye&P — 
the year he turns 40. 

“What is 40? It’s just a num- 
ber,” Connors said. “I have a 
feeling once I start, I am going ro 
get in there and have a good goal 
for myself.” 

“If I do that. It will be another 
year like this year. Away from 
home. Travel. Suitcases. Air- 
plane. Seeing not enough of my 
family, my wife and kids like 
that.” 

“But on the other hand it's 
wbiat I do. It’s tough to accept 
anfl I have to block it out of my 
mind a little bit. But once I do it, 
I am going to give my whole time 
to it. My family understands it. I 
understand it. 

*1 have a feeling I am going to 
do-it again. And that’s the prob- 
lem.” 

Bat after concluding this year 
with a loss in the Grand Slam 
he could still smile, 
year at this time he was 
recovering from wrist surgery and 
had dropped in the tennis rank- 
ings because of inactivity. Then 
be! came back well enough to 
qualify for the tournament which 



Libyan 


stage of 


African 


rally 


SABAH, Libya (AP) — The 
driver and passenger of a support 
vehicle in the Paris-Cape Town 
Rally were killed when their 
Range Rover flipped over in the 
desert of southern Libya, race 
officials said. 

Laurent Le Bourgeois, 29. and 
47-year-old Jean-Marie Sounillac 
died instantly, a rally spokesman 
said. 

The accident occurred about 
2C9 metres from the finish line of 
the rally’s second stage, a 421- 
kHometre desert stretch between 
Sirte and Sabah. 

In addition to the run between 
the two Libyan towns, Friday's 
race also included a special 375- 
kilometre segment, and a 46 
kilometre liason. 

The support vehicle was to 
provide mechanical and logistical 
service to the Dues de Bour- 
gogne, a team made up of three 
cars in the three-week race that 
winds 12,427 kilometre from 
Paris to Cape Town, South Afti- 


Fan who threatened 


skating star arrested 


Jimmy Connors 


gathers the top finishers in the - French. They thought I wasn’t 
Grand Slam tournaments. 

It did not come easy. 

“A lot happened when I first 
came back in February. I was 


°& ? 


more or less starting over and Z 
was treated as such which is 
pretty understandable. To be out 
a year and to try to come back 
was my problem. 

‘To try to come back and be 
treated like a beginner was a 
different kind of problem.” 

•* “And that is probably the one 
thing that shocked me to try to 
come back and want to play great 
tennis.” 

“A lot of people tried to dis- 
courage me from playing the 


ready to play. It was a Grand 
Slam tournament and not to go in 
there and play and get off on a 
wrong foot. 




The race, which began on Dec. 
23, passes through 10 African 
nations before ending Jan. 16. 

It was not known what caused 
the Range Rover to lose control. 

“We don't understand what 
happened,” said Gerard bour- 
goin, director of the Dues de 
Bourgogne team. “The race was 
finished, the route harmless, ex- 
tremely flat with only a few small 
bumps.” 

The accident bring? to 28 the 
number of people killed in the 
rally since it began in 1979 as the 
Paris-Dakar Rally. Last year, the 
driver of a support truck was shot 
and killed by an unknown gun- 
man in a village in Mali. 

Competitors this year include 
332 motorcycles, cars and tractor- 
trailer trucks. In addition, dozens 
of support vehicles serving the 
rally organisation and individual 
teams, medical vehicles and cars 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A man 
who police say sent threatening 
and obscene letters to Olympic 
ice skating champion Katarina 
Witt and stalked her in Germany 
was in jail Friday as the skater 
prepared to appear at a Los 
Angeles arena. 

A Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) spokesman said the 
arrest of 47-year-old Harry Velt- 
man was timed to ensure he could 
not harm Witt when she appeared 
in a skating exhibition at the 
Great Western Forum Friday 
night. 

“We didn!t want him on the 
street. He was a significant 
threat. Obviously, he was obses- 
sed with this lady.” FBI agent 
James Donckels said. 

After his arrest Thursday Velt- 
man appeared in court in Los 
Angeles and was ordered held 
without bail on three charges of 
threatening Witt and sending her 
obscene letters through the mail. 
At his hearing, Veltman said he 
would never ham. Witt and only 
wanted her “to love me and 
marry me.” 

According to court papers 
Veltman sent more than 60 
obscene letters to Witt at her 
home in Germany during 1990 
and 1991, some of which included 
nude photographs of himself. 

In one letter, allegedly written 
in November 1990, Veltman told 
Witt he had visited her home in 
Altenhof, Germany, where be 
placed a bundle of letters on her 
doorstep and hid behind a tree 
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Witt 

hoping to see her pick them up. 

In the November letter he 
allegedly wrote, “I love you and 
lost for you so much, Katarina. I 
would never do anything to harm 
you. Now you should know it. 
Yon have virtually no security in 
your home. If I were evil. I could 
have broken a window, entered 
your house, and raped you and 
killed you before you could tele- 
phone for help.” 

Prosecutor Uttam Dhillon told 
the court Veltman had a history 
of psychological problems. 

Witt, who won two Olympic 
gold medals in the 1980s, is now a 
professional ice skater. 
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carrying journalists accompany 
the participants. 

Spanish driver Salva.Servia and 
co-driver Jose Puig in a Lada led 
the car division overall standings 
with a time of six hours, four 
minutes, 35 seconds. 

Bjorn Waldegard of Sweden 
and Frank Gallagher of Great 
Britain driving a Citroen sport 
won the second stage of the race 
with a time of 3:29:32. 

Italian Alessandro de Petri on 
a Yamaha led die motorcycles 
across the second-stage finish line 
with a time of 4:12:40. De Petri 
also leads the overall motorcycle 
division with a time of 7:03:03. 

The rally arrived in Libya on 
Dec. 26 after crossing the 
Mediterranean from Sete, 
Fiance. It continued south Satur- 
day to the Libyan oasis of Was A1 
Kbrr. 


McColgart ends year on winning note 


BEAMISH, England (R) — Britain’s world 10.000 metres 
champion Liz McColgan sealed her momentous year with a 
crushing victory in a tough cross country race Saturday. The Scot, * 
who also won the New York Marathon last month, took the 
County Durham International ahead of Susan Sinna of Kenya 
and Russian Olga Bondarenko. McColgan completed the 5,000- 
metre course in 18 minutes 24 seconds, 15 seconds ahead of Sinna 
with Olympic Champion Bondarenko a furthrer four seconds 
behind. “It was mud) easier than I thought — I had harder 
sessions on the treadmill back home this week,” McColgan, who 
has become a national sporting heroine this year, said. The win 
gives the 27-year-old Scot a psychological boost as she goes to 
Florida in the New Year to prepare for the Barcelona Olympics in 
the summer where Sinna, Bondarenko and another Russian, 
European 10,000 metres champion Yelena Romanova who was 
seventh, are expected to be among her chief rivals. 


Kasparov begins tournament with win 


REGGIO EMILIA, Italy (R) — World champion Gary Kasparov 
began the highest-ranked tournament in chess history with victory 
over Mikhail Gurevic Friday night. The two met in the opening 
round of the first 18th category international tournament ever 
staged. Kasparov, with black pieces, beat Gurevic after 54 moves 
of tiie English opening. 

Olimpiakos ordered to settle debts 


.PIRAEUS (R) — A Pireaus court Friday ordered top Greek 
soccer club Olympiakos to settle a S7.5 million debt with Dynamo 
Kiev for the transfer of Ukranians Oleg Protasov and Gennady 
Litovcbenko. The court ruled in favour of Dynamo, who had 
requested the confiscation of Olympiakos property and future 
earnings up to a value of $7.5 million. Olympiakos, who signed 
the Soviet internationals last year, claim they owe Dynamo S6 J 
million and are in arrears by only one $1.5 million instalment The 
club's financial troubles came to light last week when the two 
Ukranians and Olimpiakos’ Russian Yuri Savichev sued club 
President Argyris Saliarelis over a cash dispute. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


; WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

* Cl 991 Tn&M Madia Sannoas. kv. 


TIPTOE THROUGH THE TULIPS 


; North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

• NORTH 

7K1053 
0 Q J 0 4 3 
4K107 

West east 

4-10 8643 ~4&752 
7:7 4 2 7 A J 8 

v-6 v A 10 8 5 

4:9 6 4 2 #83 

SOUTH 
4 A J 9 
7 Q 9 6 
0 K 7 2 
4AQJ5 
Tbs bidding: 

Sooth West 
1 JNT Pass 
2 O Pass 
Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Four of 4 
Impressed by the speed of the 
Russian emigre's play, many at the 
club flocked to the table where Vot- 
mai Tinkinov was sitting— that 
guaranteed that many more hands 
would be played during the session. 
Others, less impressed with the ac- 
curacy of the Russian’s play, shied 
awqy. Here’s a reason why. 

The auction was routine. North 
checked on the possibility of a 4-4 
heart fit and, when none was locat- 
ed, .made the value bid of three no 
trump. Note that five diamonds 
would be defeated by the 4-1 trump 
break. 

West led the four of spades, cov- 


ered by the queen and king and tak- 
en by the ace. A diamond to the 
queen lost to East’s ace, and the 


North East 

2 4 Pass 

3 NT Pass 


spade return and continuation 
forced out declarer’s remaining 
stopper. When the diamonds did 
not break, declarer had no way to 
come to nine tricks before the de- 
fenders could collect at least five, so 
South cashed out for eight tricks. 

With six fast tricks available in 
the black suits, declarer needed to 
develop on^y three red-suit tricks to 
get home. That would present no 
problem as long as East, the danger 
hand, could be kept off lead. Tricks 
couJd be lost to West with impunity, 
because that defender could not lead 
spades without giving declarer a 
third trick in the suit. 

At trick two, therefore, declarer 
should have crossed to dummy with 
the ten of clubs to lead a diamond 
East cannot rise with the ace— that 
would allow declarer to run the 
suit — so South's king will win. Con- 
tinuing the avoidance play* declarer 
crosses to the king of ciubs and leads 
a heart to the queen. Again East 
cannot profitably go up with the ace, 
and if West has the ace the defend- 
ers cannot collect more than two 
hearts arid a diamond before declar- 
er has nine tricks. When the queen 
Of hearts wins,' declarer simply re- 
verts to diamonds and has nine 
tricks— two diamonds, a heart and 
sk in the black suits, before the 
* defenders can run their spades. 
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I THINK THE CORRECT 
PHRASE IS 'CLEANLINESS 
IS NEXT TO G0PL1NESS" 


UJHAT 600P POES 
IT PO TO BE CLEAN 
IF YOU'RE LATE? 
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Andy Capp 




WELL? HOW 
DO YOU 
FEEL THIS 
MORNING 





Mutt*n*Jeff 


Ail, MERE COMES A M united noth 
CHINESE DELEGATE. | 

I’LL WlAKE FRIENDS 
WITH HIM THEN IT 
WILL BE A ClNCHTO | f 
GETj N ON THE 

CONFERENCE* 


1- 


WELL, WQLLljj £ % 

GOSH, ITS GOOD - 

TO SEE YOU'-*' 

YOU LOOK 
GREAT* 


YOU DON'T SAY. 1 
HOW ARE THINGS 
GOlN* AT THE. 
CONFERENCE? 

here, lemmie 

CA RRY YOUR ft 1 
BAGS* 


if. 


Ort,SURE.S0REJ | 

I AGREE -WITH I £ i 

YOU ON TH AT rLJ‘ *** 
POINT - 
VESSIR? J 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY DECEMBER 29, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Going shopping and doing errands 
will claim a lot of your time and 
attention today and since there are 
do exact aspects you may be able 
to accomplish many things that are 
(Mi your to do list. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Yon want to dash off hither and 
you just because you do not have 
the conditions exactly as you wish 
about you but it helps not at all and 
put you in a bad position. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You think you do not have enough 
of this world's goods and at the 
same time' you feel you want to 
spend in order to gain peace of 
mind which is not good now. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
think you can get out in the world 
and frivot and have a good time 
with friends but they have their 
own activities and you can be 
disappointed. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Instead of feeling yon are 
imposed and abused by the tasks 
yon have to do, think op interest- 
ing and exciting ways to do them 
for success. 


sions in the outside wbrid for you 
could damage your good name 
with a powerful person. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have many new ideas aad 
you want to put them in motiog 
without proper forthought and pie. 
pars ti on which would be most an- 
wise and frustrating. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is the day for yon to 
listen to that still small voice within 
ins tead of making demaixb do 
others or feeling you are pressured 
by some outside force. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is your day to 
make a point to avoid that pending 
disagreement with an 
yon should sidestep any moot 
questions that arise. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You now are in the 
mood to lash out at a fellow associ- 
ate and to make him feel you do 
not approve of him when actually 
you are metely trying to get condi- 
tions better. 


f 
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LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
think soda! affairs in group or 
individual meetings are the answer 
to your current dispute but that 
does not help at all and will pro- 
duce some disappointing moments. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is your day and evening to 
refuse to be drawn into any discus- 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You are eager to have a 
good time and you think you ean 
wheedle persons you like into 
going along with you but they have 
their own ideas. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Whatever you have in mind 
that requires more caution and 
understanding where your family is 
concerned is excellent so be kind 
and considerate. 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“1 can’t afford a tuneup, so I put 
some vitamins in the gas tank.” 





Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
onejetter to each square, to faro 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


GYDUP 

■ ■ • 


< > 

□ 


□ 

4 


BASUQ 




□ 

□ 



SUTTOM 






tn 


REJUIN 




nz 

□□ 


SOME PEOPLfe GROW 
UP AlsJCP 5 PREAP 
. CHEER; OTHERS 
GROW UP AKi(7 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon- 


tattDcm-mxxn" 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: DEMON BAKED WALNUT POROUS 

Answer (Mien you try to “exchange" Ideas with a fool. 

— ™ L — Tits — 

THE DEAL 


surely get this — 
WORST 01 


fit 


THE Daily Crossword by I. Mfflar 


ACROSS 
1 Soprano Gluck 
5 Acton 
.10 Jonty 

14 Anima 

15 Sign up: var. 

16 Utter's Utflest 

17 Comet feature 

18 Disney classic 

19 Dismounted 

20 Where the Adas 
Mountains rise 

22 Height 
24 Diner sign 

26 Light odor 

27 Club 

31 Beehive (Or one 

35 Rent 

36 First name In 
swashbuckling 

38 Vapor 
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41 Cut 

43 Btafoot kfri 

44 Tire 

46 Ms Home's 
namesakes 

48 Doggie doc 

49 Blackboard 
adjunct 

51 Lethargic 
53 Pay a ttention 
,55 Brake part 
56 Arab land 
GOTafckfty 

64 Hit on the heed 

65 Wed 

67 Initiate in a way 

68 "The King—" 

69 Waiting sticks 

70 Plot of 
land 

71 Army chow 

72 Lab turners 

73 Burden 



i •• 




01091 Trfetw 


7 Marie WHeon 
role 

8 Aristocrat 

9 Malfunction 

10 Water's reward 
it Doozy 
12Markey or 


DOWN 

1 Nora's pat 

2 Spend time 
atmiessly 

3 "The Ghost and 
Mrs.—" 

4 Banded 
together 

6 Congressmen at 


13 Major ending 
21 Twenty's home 
23 Retirement 
plans 

25 Fr. (Moeopher 

27 Trumpet sound 

28 Crowbar 

29 City on the 
Mohawk 

30 Original 

32 “Superman" 

33 Appo i nt men t s 

34 Skips 
37 Kind of 


VntBriny'i Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nnnnn nann 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn mnnnnnnnnn 
nnnmn nnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnran njrnnnnnn 
nnnnncn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 

_ nnn nnnnn 

nnnnn ^nn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnn nn nnnn 






6 Go sit — tack 


40 Afr. tutics 
42 Impetuosity 
45 LHt one’s . 
DoncnoKj 


47 Portico '■ 

50 Go on a cast 
52 Devastating 
64 "Mr. Chips* 

56 Con game 

57 Use a 
whetstone 


58 Remnants 
**59 Edina's stats: 


61 Max. food 
B2 Pound 
83Hoflowstem 
86 Pokes 
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French unemployment 

climbs to 9.8 per cent 

PARIS (AP) — Unemployment in France climbed to 9.K per cent of 
the workforce in November, oi 2 .825.600 people, the labour ministry 
has reported. 

The number of job-seekers rose by 2V.500 from a 9.7 per cent 
overall unemployment rate m October, the ministry announced in a 
communique. 

The ministry said that the rise reflected an increase in the number 
of people applying for unemployment benefits, as well as u steady 
stream of layoffs. 

The figures followed Economics Minister Beregovoy’s predictions 
that government measures to ease unemployment are unlikely to 
show results until mid- 1992. 

The jobless rate is expected to be a key factor in regional elections 
scheduled for March. Polk show President Francois Mitterrand’s 
governing Socialist Party badly trailing conservative and centrist 
opposition groups. 
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Dmscbc Mwrk 
Sons Franc 
French Free 
Japanese Yea 

Earopen Curreny Unit 
' ISO Pa- sre 
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1.5080 
1.5X5 
5 . 1580 
126.45 


1.67 42 
1.S1H 
1.351S 
5.1905 
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I MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

4.56 

4.25 

4.2 5 

4.31 

Sterling Pound 

1 0.61 

10. SS 

1 0.66 

10.61 

Deutsche Mark 

9 .31 

9.66 

9.62 

9.43 

Swiss Franc 

8.25 

S.1S 

S.72 

7.67 

French Franc- 

10.31 

10.51 

1 0.25 

10.0 9 

Japanese Yea 

6.16 

5.90 

5.71 

5.40 

European Currency Unit 

10.62 

10.62 

10.62 

10.31 
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Metal 

Gold 
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Silver 
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1 French Franc 
Japanese Yen* 
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Bahraini Dinar 

Lebanese Lira* 
Sand! Riyal 
Koroti Dinar 
Qatari Riyal 
Egyptian Pound 
Omani Riyal 
UAE Dirham 
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0.0766 

0.1794 


0.1626 

0.2000 

1.7250 

0.1626 
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Shows: 3:30. 6:75. 8:30. 10:30 p.m, 


Tel: 677420 
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tf Abu Awwad Family wlU resume Its performances of 

ZAMAN AL SHAKLABEH 

T TKME” 

on Thursday 2» 

Advanca reseivation needed 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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George Bush 






Barbara Bush 

Bush to help 
‘heat’ Texan 
town after end 
of cold war 

BEEVILLE, Texax (AP) — Jusr 
days after the final collapse of 
Soviet communism. President 
Bush found himself consoling 
Americans who made a living off 
the cold war that died with the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Bush urged the south 
Texas community, which faces 
the 1993 closure of Chase Field 
naval air station, to tum to the 
federal government for financial 
help in attracting new businesses 
and retraining displaced workers. 

"With the cold war over, our 
military needs have changed,” 
Mr. Bush told about 3,500 people 
at a community barbecue Friday 
night. 

“We’ll to everything that we 
possibly can to help Bee vi He 
make the tough transition into- 
this post-cold war world that 
we're living in,” the president 
said. 

The navy installation accounts 
for 29 per cent of the work force 
in this town of about i6,000. 
Chase Field is one of 34 military 
installations targeted for closing 
by a bipartisan committee whose 
recommendations were approved 
by the president. 

Many Bee vi lie residents say 
they blame Washington politics, 
but no necessarily Mr. Bush, for 
closing this navy airfield here 
instead of another one elsewhere. 

“I think they blame Congress,” 
said Lori Manuel, who runs an 
office supply store that gets seven 
per cent of its monthly business 
from Chase Field. “Really, us 
local people think that possibly 
something better than the U.S. 
government will come in and 
supply new jobs.” 


Turkey to lend 
Hungary $50m 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey’s Ex- 
im bank will extend a $50 million 
loan to Hungary as part of efforts 
to promote trade with eastern 
Europe, the bank said in a state- 
ment. 

The loan, with maturities from 
one to five years, will go towards 
Hungarian purchases of Turkish 
consumer and investment goods 
and be disbursed by the Central 
Bank of Hungary. 


Money reveals how little 
money Bushes paid in taxes 


NEW YORK fR) — President 
George Bush has legally avoided 
paying most U.S. state or local 
income taxes since taking office 
by taking advantage of differing 
tax taws in the three places where 
he has resider»*e*, according to a 
magazine report. 

Money magazine said Mr. 
Bush and his wife Barbara. paid 
£3,596 in state taxes in 1990, less 
than one per cent of their gross 
income of $452,732. 

As a result, the Bushes were 
able to cut their total tax bill, 
including federal income taxes, 
social security and local property 
taxes, to about 29.5 per cent of 
their income, the magazine said. 
A typical U.S. family with in- 
come of $52,011 paid 37.7 pier 
cent of its income in raxes in 
1990. 

The Bushes live most of the 
year in either the White House or 
(heir holiday home in Kenne- 
bunkport, Maine, but their legal 
residence is a rented hotel suite in 
Texas, a state with no personal 
income tax. 

Mr. Bush earned $200,000 as 
president in 1990 and the rest of 
his income came from invest- 
ments. 

Taxpayers with an equivalent 
income in Washington would 
have paid $30,000 in District of 
Columbia (D.C.) tax. Maine resi- 
dents would have paid $29,000, 
Money said. 

The Bushes take advantage of 
a special exemption from D.C.’s 
income tax which, frees 61,000 
residents, including senators, 
congressmen and other politi- 
cians, from playing taxes there as 
long a£ they maintain a home 
elsewhere. 

He legally skirts Maine’s top 
tax rate by claiming a rented suite 
in the Houstonian Hotel in Texas 
as his permanent home. Since 
moving to the White House in 
1989, Mr. Bush has spent 103 
days in Kennebunkprort and only 


14 in the Texas hotel. 

Texas law allows Mr. Bush to 
call the state home as long as he 
promises to return to live there 
eventually. 

The White House released the 
first family’s federal tax returns 
and other documents to the 
magazine but declined to discuss 
them. Analysts who examined 
the records concluded some of 
the $3,596 in state taxes the 
Bushes did pay in 1990 went to 
Maine as non-resident income tax 
paid in proportion to the amount 
of time he spent in the state in 
1990. 

‘Economists can be wrong’ 

On the economic scene, Mr. 
Bush admitted Thursday his 
advisers were wrong to predict 
that the U.S. economy would 
recover from recession by now 
and promised to unveil proposals 
to stimulate economic growth 
soon. 

Mr. Bush also said he was 
examining “entitlement” spend- 
ing programmes — that indude 
pensions and funds for the ill and 
poor — to see what could be done 
to stop them from growing by 
“leapss and bounds” and bloating 
government spending. 

And he insisted he would not 
resort to protectionism despite 
recent American job losses and a 
large trade surplus with Japan, 
saying protectionism would be 
disastrous for the U.S. economy. 

The president sproke at a news 
conference at which he intro- 
duced his choice for U.S. com- 
merce secretary, business- 
woman Barbara Hackman Frank- 
lin. If confirmed by the Senate 
she will replace Robert Mos- 
bacher, who is leaving to become 
Mr. Bush's 1992 election cam- 
paign manager. 

“What I've learned from this is 
that economists can be wrong,” 
the president said when asked 


why he continued to trust the 
advisers who told him the reces- 
sion that began in summer 1990 
would be ‘{short and shallow.” 

The science of economics was 
“inexact at best,” and the eco- 
nomy’s recovery had been widely 
predicted three mouths ago, Mr. 
Bush said. He said he was nor 
“recriminatory” about his advis- 
ers who had erred. 

“You go back and look at not 
just my economic advisers, but 
the blue chip prognosticators, 
and I think many, including this 
non-economist you're talking to, 
have been wrong,” Mr. Bush 
said. 

The White House's chief eco- 
nomic guru, Council of Economic 
Advisers Chairman Michael Bos- 
kin, said in the summer that the 
U.S. economy bad emerged from 
recession and would grow at 2.5 
to three pier cent in the second 
half of the year. 

Other officials including 
Budget Director Richard Dar- 
man and Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady concurred in Mr. 
Baskin's predictions for moder- 
ate growth. Many Democrats ac- 
cused them of “rosy scenarios” 
for which there was little basis in 
fact. 

The economy grew just 1.8 per 
cent in the July- September 
period, well below the forecast. 
Recently Mr. Baskin backtracked 
and said growth, if any, will be 
slight in the fourth quarter. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater said last week that 
the economy was for all practical 
purposes still in recession. 

Mr. Bush, whose popularity 
ratings suffered along with the 
economy this autumn, said his 
state of the union speech in late 
January would contain “some 
suggestions that I have already 
made and some new suggestions 
on what to do in a stimulatory 
sense to the economy.” 

Mr. Bush did suggest that be 


was considering cuts in the sensi- 
tive area of entitlement spending, 
which affects American workers’ 
pensions and medical care for the 
poor and elderly. 

“When you take a look at some 
of the entitlement programmes, 
therein lies the real expansion of 
government spending. What can 
be done about them? we're talk- 
ing about that right now,” he 
said. 

The president also said he in- 
tended to stick to at least part of a 
deal he made last year with Con- 
gress on deficit reduction by 
keeping “caps” on domestic dis- 
cretionary spending such as 
money for education and roads. 

Britain ranks biggest investor 

In another area. President 
Bush reaffirmed bis suppxm for 
foreign investment in the United 
States and revealed that Britain, 
not Japan, was the biggest foreign 
investor here. 

A statement issued by the 
White House press office said the 
book value of foreign direct in- 
vestment in the United States was 
$404 billion at the end of 1990. 

Of this amount, Britain had the 
largest investment, with $108 bil- 
lion, followed by Japan with $83 
billion and the Netherlands with 
$64 billion, the statement said. 

Foreign direct investment rep- 
resented five pier cent of the value 
of U.S. business assets at the end 
of 1990, the statement said. 

“As other nations around the 
globe join up in embracing the 
concept of free markets, it is 
important to reaffirm our com- 
mitment to an open investment 
policy,” Mr. Bush said in the 
statement. 

“Foreign investors should not 
be treated differently from 
domestic investors. This piolicy 
provides the means for econo- 
mies to grow and to prosper,” be 
said. “All countries — both 


sources and recipients — benefit 
from foreign direct investment.” 

A senior administration official 
said the announcement was 
aimed at putting in perspective 
the amount of Japanese invest- 
ment in the U.S. economy — 
something that has often been 
criticised as Japanese buy into 
prominent American institutions 
such as New York's Rockefeller 
Centre. 

“This highlights that it is not 
just Japan but other countries 
that invest here,” the official 
said. “It also explains that foreign 
investment is an impxiTtant ele- 
ment of our country, and it's 
desirable. It shows that when the 
president travels to Japan, this is 
a mutual relationship that we 
want to build on.” 

Mr. Bush travels Dec. 30 - Jan. 
10 to visit Australia, Singapore, 
South Korea and Japan. The 
president says he wants to prom- 
ote American trade and convince 
the Japanese to reduce their large 
trade surplus with the United 
States. 

He is taking over 20 U.S. 
business leaders with him on the 
trip, including the heads of the 
big three auto makers — G.M., 
Ford and Chrysler. 

The statement said that at the 
end of 1990, the book value of 
U.S. investment abroad was $421 
billion. 

• 

But it said much of this invest- 
ment bad been made 10 to 25 
years ago, and if it were to be 
revalued at market value h would 
amount to $714 billion at the end . 
of 1990. In contrast, the market 
value of foreign direct investment 
here would have been $530 bil- ‘ 
lion at the end of 1990, it said. . 

There were some benefits of 
foreign direct investment here, 
the White House said. It said that 
in 1989, employment by U.S. 
affiliates of foreign compjanies 
increased 16 per cent to 4.4 mil-. 
Hon workers. 


Kuwaiti fund Greek parliament approves ’92 budget 


lends Bahrain 
$112 million 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — The 
Kuwait-based Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Develop- 
ment (AFESD) said Wednesday 
it would lend Bahrain 32 million 
Kuwaiti dinars ($112 million) for 
key development projects. 

A bank statement sent to Reu- 
ters said the fond would provide 
Bahrain with a 21-million- Kuwaiti 
dinar (S73.7 million) loan to ex- 
pand its main Sulmaniya Hospit- 
al. 

The loan, which carries 4.5 pier 
cent annual interest rate, would 
be repjaid in 17 years after a 
five-year graofe period. 

The fund would also provide 11 
million Kuwaiti dinars ($38.6 mil- 
lion) to help Bahrain build a 
second causeway Uniting its capit- 
al Manama with Mnharraq, 
which is on a separate island. 

It said the loan carried a 4.5 per 
cent annual interest and would be 
repaid in 16 years after a six-year 
grace period. 

The statement said the loans 
will bring total finances provided 
by the Kuwait fund to Bahrain to 
40 million Kuwaiti dinars ($140 
million) but did not specify over 
what period. 

AFESD established an invest- 
ment office in Bahrain m Novem- 
ber 1990, three months after Iraqi 
forces invaded the northern Guff 
emirate. 


ATHENS (AP) — Parliament 
has '■ narrowly - approved - jGri&ce’s 
1992 rbudget. 1 which foresees 
spending of 6.57 trillion drachmas 
($36.8 billion) and revenue of 
5.47 trillion drachmas' ($30.7 bil- 
lion). 

The budget was approved by 
152 votes in favour and 145 
against. 

AU the favourable votes came 
from deputies belonging to the 


ruling conservative New Demo- 
cracy Party. With the exception 
of defence expenditures, 123 de- 
puties from premier Andreas 
Papandreon's main opposition 
Panhelienic Socialist Movement 
voted against the austerity 
budget. 

The remaining 21 pTariiainenta- 
rians from the Greek Communist 
Party and left coalition voted 
against the entire budget pack- 


age. 

The Socialists said the budget 
failed to reduce public spending 
enough and was overly ambitious 
in its plans to increase revenues 
through the privatisation of state- 
owned companies. 

The government plans to in- 
crease revenues by cracking down 
on tax evasion, broadening the 
tax base and selling state-owned 
companies. 

It also said the budget will 
attempt to curb spending in real 


terms rather than through a large 
revenue increase. 

The "budget forecasts a 26 per 
cent increase m direct taxes, brin- 
ing them up to 1.2 trillion drach- 
mas ($6.7 billion), and a 22.9 per 
cent increase in indirect taxes, up. 
to 2.95 trillion drachmas ($16.5 
billion). 

Spending is to be kept down to 
nine per cent of the gross domes- 
tic product compared to last 
year's" 17.4 pier cent. 


Apartment For Rent 

Part of a villa, with an area of 1 50 square metres; consists of two 
bedrooms, lounge, American style salon and garden, with 
centra) heating. 

Location; Near the University of Jordan. Rent is JD 3,500 
(negotiable) 

Tel. 834708 after 2 pro. 


English Typewriter For Sale 

Fully electric -brand new- IBM specs. 18 different characteris- 
tics. 

Normal price JD360, selling price JD 158. 

Contact tel. 693797 


To HJE. PfyUpptne Ambassador 




TAILORS WANTED 

Male or female tailors wanted with good 
experience. 

For more details call: 810605 - 810609 - 810520 


We wish you a Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year. We 
love you and we salute your efforts and commitenents for the 
welfare of all Filipinos here in Jordan. More power to you both. 

Greetmgpfroin LLC officers, LLC Editorial staff, Members 


TO LET 

Furnished Apt consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 living rooms, dining 
room, bathroom, kitchen, 1 closed balcony. Separate central 
heating w/solar system, telephone, and colour T.V. Located in 
Jab a! Ammarntth Circle. 

For more details pit. contact - 642786 


Cinema 




Tel: 634144 

1A 


CAR FOR SALE 

SAAB 900i (duty unpaid) — yellow plate, model 88 — all 
options. Good condition. 

If Interested please call Ferrostaal office Amman, 
tel.: 610082 from 9:00 - 14:00 


HOTEL AQUAMAR1NA in 

Three nights/four days per person JD 29.000 in 
double room occupancy including breakfast 
and lunch. 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax 
and 10% service charge. 

For reservation please call: 03-31-6255 


Patrick Swayze and 
Demi Moore 
in 

GHOST 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 


“THE DOLPHIN” 

Furnished Flats for Rant in Aqaba 

Deluxe furnished apartments, near the Comiche, opposite 
Aquamarina Hotel “2" and Chili House. 

Daily, Weekly and Monthly Rent 

For reservation, please call tel. 314296/314297 


HOTEL AQUAMARINA II 

Three nights/four days per person JD 25.00 in 
double room occupancy including breakfast. 
The above rates are subject to 10% govt, tax 
and 10% service charge. 

For reservation please call: 03-31-6250 


Cinema 


7TT 




Tel: 625155 


Opening Today In Abdoun 
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STAR MAN 


Show: 3:3U. ti;3th H.Ml p.m. 


Abdoun Circle (Orthodox Club Circle) 
near Jordan Supermarket 
AII are welcome 
Starting: 4:00 p.m. 


AQUAMARINA HOTEL — CLUB 1 

■ 

Three nights/four days per person JD 48.00 in 
double room occupancy including breakfast 
and dinner buffet barbeque in Blue Lagoon 
Restaurant with MAHA, the Arabic Singer (for 
j families only). 

The above rates are subject to 10% govt tax 
and 10% service charge. 

For reservation please call: 03-31-6250 






















Georgian rebels, loyalists reach 


Shelling 


truce after fighting kills 51 


TBILISI, Georgia (R) — Geor- 
gian loyalist and rebel forces 
agreed a ceasefire Saturday after 
a week of fighting killed SI peo- 
ple and pushed foe southern re- 
’ public dose to civil war. 

The truce was announced by an 
opposition spokesman who said 
‘'everything went well. Firing will 
.stop at five o'clock (1400 GMT) 
Tand there will be more talks at 
seven (1600)." 

“I think common sense will get 
foe upper hand," Jaba Ioseliani, 
head of foe shadowy Mkhedrioni 
(Horsemen) opposition group, 
told reporters as be left the first 
round of talks. 

He spoke after four hours of 
negotiations in Tbilisi's Televi- 
sion Centre between rebel 
National Guard leader Tengiz 
Kitovani and representatives of 
President Zviad Gamsakburdia 
who denies charges he imposed a 
dictatorship on Georgia. 

Health officials said at least 51 
people had been killed and 283 
injured since fighting erupted last 
weekend. 

Ceasefire talks started at foe 
opposition-controlled Television 
Centre after military leaders from 
each side appeared separately on 
television and warned that failure 
to reach a settlement would have 


seated by Justice Minister Johnny 
Kbetsuriani and former Prosecu- 
tor-Geaeral Vashtank Raz- 
madze. 

Russia and Ukraine, 1 foe most 
powerful members of the new 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States replacing foe Soviet Un- 
ion, are still at odds on how to 
handle the Soviet military inheri- 
tance, a top official said Friday. 


Marshal Yevgeny Shaposb- 
nikov, the Commonwealth's 
acting military commander, was 
speaking after two days of talks in 
Kiev and Moscow to try to close 
foe gap that has emerged before a 
key meeting in the Byelorussian 
capital, Minsk, next Monday. 

Commonwealth leaders must 
dedde in Minsk what to do with 
Soviet Armed Forces numbering 
nearly four milli on and 30,000 
nuclear warheads. Most have cal- 
led for jointly-run armed forces 
and the destruction of nuclear 
weapons outside Russia. 


serious consequences. 

Mr. Kitovani, whose forces 
have been laying siege to the 
republic's parliament, repre- 
sented the opposition at the talks. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia was repre- 


But Marshal Shaposhnikov 
told Russian television Ukraine 
was one of three republics which 
continued to insist it should form 
its own independent army. 

“Ukraine, Moldova and Azer- 
baijan maintain the position of 
(wanting to) create their own 
armed forces," he said after 
meeting defence ministers of all 
11 member states in Moscow. 

“We have already moved on to 
foe concept of joint armed forces 
from foe (Soviet) concept of un- 


ited armed forces," Marshal Sha- 
poshnikov said the 11 defence 
ministers bad signed four policy 
documents to take to Minsk for 
discussion, but some participants 
at be talks had “definite reserva- 
tions." 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk told local reporters af- 
ter earlier talks in Kiev with 
Marshal Shaposhnikov that he 
bad moved closer to resolving his 
differences with Russia. “The 
major questions were settled," he 
said. 

But Interfax News Agency la- 
ter reported Ukraine had pro- 
tested because Russia moved a 
former Soviet aircraft carrier, the 
Kuznetsov, from foe Ukrainian 
Black Sea coast to its own waters 
around foe port of Murmansk. 

Meanwhile, foe United States 
is preparing to set up diplomatic 
missions in several newly inde- 
pendent republics. 

The Bush administration will 
send advance teams next month 
to various capitals to work on 
establishing embassies as quickly 
as possible, a State Department 
spokesman said Friday. 

"We have to find property, we 
have to find the money and we 
have to find the people with the 
proper training," spokesman Joe 
Snyder said. 

President George Bush has 
said the United Stales will move 
to establish diplomatic ties with 
five other former Soviet republics 
apart from Russia. 


Croatian president says occupied 


territories can be retaken 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (R) — 
Croatian President Franjo Tudj- 
man said Saturday his republic's 
army was growing stronger and 
would be able to recapture terri- 
tory loss in six months of war. 

“Every day the Croatian army 
becomes better equipped and 
more prepared in terms of orga- 
nisation, cadres and resources,” 
Mr. Tudjman told an extraordin- 
ary session of parliament. 


“Despite its lack of _£pavy 
weapons, naval and air force un- 
its, (the Croatian army) is cap- 
able of defending and liberating 
all Croatian territories.'' 

Mr. Tudjman also said his gov- 
ernment had a duty to look after 
the interests of foe 800,000 
Croats living in foe ethnically 
mixed Republic of Bosnia-Herze- 
govina. 


“Croats in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
cannot be allowed to become the 
new victims of political hegemony 
of any type,” he said. “They can 
and must be under the constant 
concern of Croatian state policy." 

As he spoke, the Serb-led 
Yugoslav army resumed attacks 
on Karlovac, lobbing mortar and 
artillery shells onto the industrial 
town Of some 80,000 people, 55 
kilometres south west of Zagreb, 
Croatian radio said. 


It said 10 people were killed 
and 30 wounded in attacks Friday 
on Karlovac, a renowned centre 
of baroque architecture, and that 
mortar bombs hit a department 
store and set parked cars ablaze 
Saturday. 

Saturday's attack came during 
a visit to the town by Cardinal 
Franjo Koharic, the Archbishop 
of Zagreb, and Francesco Angeli- 
m, a Vatican official responsible 
for h umanit arian affairs. 

“Explosions ooukl be heard 
while they visited foe Franciscan 
monastery,” Croatian television 
said. 

Karlovac is on foe western bor- 
der of a state dreamt of by- Serb 
extremists and is tactically impor- 
tant because of its supply and 
communications links with the 
Adriatic coast. 

The radio also reported explo- 
sions in Osijek, foe main town in 
eastern Croatia. No details were 
immediately available, and the' 
.federal army did not give its 
version of the latest fighting. 

Germany has recognised 
Slovenia and Croatia and foil 
European Community recogni- 
tion could follow on Jan. 15 if 
they meet its conditions. 

Macedonia and Bosnia-Herze- 
govina have also applied for rec- 
ognition. 


In Belgrade, Yugoslav leaders 
prepared Saturday for the arrival 
of a new U.N. peace mission 
amid signs they will offer up a 
“new Yugoslavia” as an attempt 
to stave off the collapse of their 
shrinking federation. 

A Serb-led meeting Thursday 
invited all sides to a congress on 
Jan. 3 to discuss re-forming the 
country, and Saturday Milan 
Babk, prune minister of the self- 
proclaimed Republic ofKrajina, 
set out Serbian thinking on the 


“Whether it will be a dose 
community or an alliance of 
sovereign states with a angle cur- 
rency, a common market and a 
cer tain level of armed forces, will 
be decided by the states which see 
their future interests in preserv- 
ing the continuity of Yugoslavia,” 
be told the Belgrade newspaper 
Vecemje NovostL 


Mr. Babic acknowledged: 
“Slovenia and Croatia probably 
will not accept even the minimum 
of community which the Serbs 
advocate." 

If so, he added, the “new 
Yugoslavia” “will recognise 
Slovenia, and there is no reason 
not to recognise Croatia, but only 
when foe border question is de- 
finitely recognised.” 


Cambodian factions meet Peru 


for first time since riots 


Tribunal 


PHNOM PENH (AP) — U.N. 
officers and commanders of foe 
four Cambodian armies held for- 
mal talks Saturday for foe first 
time to coordinate implementa- 
tion of a peace accord. 

At the meeting, the bead of the 
U.N. military mission. Brig. Gen. 
Michel London of France, asked 
the Cambodian commanders to 
ensure foe safety of U.N. officials 
in the country, according to guer- 
rilla officials who attended the 


throws out 


meeting. 

The next meeting of the so- 
called mixed military working 
group was scheduled for Jan. 2. 

In October, the Cambodian 
factions signed a U.N.-brokered 
peace treaty to end nearly 13 
years of war. The accord calls for 
tire United Nations to supervise 
foe ceasefire, demobilise foe 
armies, and help administer the 
country in foe period before elec- 
tions in 1993. 

The Cambodian factions are 
composed of foe government 
Vietnam installed after invading 
the country in late 1978 and a 
coalition of guerrilla groups that 
had fought It — the Khmer 
Rouge, the Khmer People’s 
National Liberation Front and 
forces loyal to Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh. 

Earlier month, a United 
Nations advance mission began 
deploying peacekeepers, satellite 
communications systems, and 
liaison officers at foe guerrillas’ 
jun g le bases and in the capital, 
controlled by the government. 

Under the peace accord, a Sup- 
reme National Council, make up 
of leaders of foe four Cambodian 
factions, is to help guide foe 
nation in foe interim period. 

It is finally expected to hold its 



appeal on 
Garcia 


LIMA (R) — A special supreme 
court tribunal has rejected the 
state’s appeal of an earlier ruling 
to take no action on charges of 
illegal enrichment brought 
against former President Alan 
Garda. 


Hon Sen 


first session in Phnom Penh Mon- 
day. Two earlier scheduled ses- 
sion were postponed because of 
rioting against the Khmer Rouge, 
who are hated for their bloody 
rule in the 1970s in which as many 
as one million people died, and 
against the government, which 
was accused of corruption and 


The tribunal unanimously rati- 
fied Supreme Court Justice Ro- 
ger Salas Gamboa's ruling in ear- 
ly December to shelve charges 
brought against Mr. Garda by 
the attorney general after Mr. 
Sales judged there were no ele- 
ments to find the former presi- 
dent guilty of a crime. 


On Friday, the National Assembly 
passed legislation restricting 
demonstrations and banning 
those deemed to be security 
risks. 

To further curb unr est, foe 
government has imposed a cur- 
few, shut the universities and 
postponed all scheduled visits by 
foreign dignitaries. 

Prime Munster Hun Sen con- 
firmed that Khme r Rouge leaders 
Khieu Sampban and Son Sen 
were scheduled to return to 
Phnom Penh from Thailand Mon- 
day, and said security was pre- 
pared for them. 


In October, Mr. Garda, 42, 
was stripped of the parliamentary 
immunity he enjoyed as a senat or 
for life after congress accused him 
of having embezzled over 
$400,000 in state fends during a 
decade as a public servant. 


■' Special solid tor Maria Drago, 
making the state's case, has pre- 
sented a complaint questioning 
the impartiality of the justices, all 
named by Mr. Garcia. In a hear- 
ing Thursday, she asked foe court 
to overturn Mr. Salas's ruling and 
open proceedings against trim. 


Some parliamentarians had 
also questioned Mr. Salas's com- 
petence to judge the case. He is a 
former teacher of Mr. Garda’s, 
appointed by the former presi- 
dent. 


In a speech Wednesday follow- 
ing foe resignation of Soviet Pres- 
ident Mikhail Gorbachev, Mr. 
Bush said Washington would 
move quickly to establish ties 
with Ukraine, Armenia, Kazakh- 
stan, Byelorussia and Kyrgyz- 
stan, and would do likewise with 
other republics when they com- 
mitted themselves to “responsi- 
ble security polities and democra- 
tic principles." 


The U.S. embassy in Moscow 
will become the embassy to Rus- 
sia and Robert Strauss, who was 
ambassador to foe Soviet Union, 
will become ambassador to 
Russia. 

In Kiev, the U.S. consulate will 
become the embassy to Ukraine, 
Mr. Synder said. The United 
States expects to establish embas- 
sies in Alma-Ata in Kazakhstan, 
Yerevan in Armenia and Minsk 
in Byelorussia by the end of 
September, he said. 

Japan ha & recognised the inde- 
pendence of 10 former Soviet 
republics with immediate effect, 
foe Foreign Ministry said 
Saturday. 


An official said Prime Minister 
Kiitiu Miyazawa and Iris cabinet 
approved recognition of 10 re- 
publics — Azerbaijan, Armenia, 
Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Kazakh- 
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Byelorussia and 
Moldova — as nations. 

On Friday, Tokyo recognised 
Russia. 


Pakistan 


dialogue 
with India 


on Kashmir 


NEW DELHI (R) — Pakistan 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif was 
quoted Saturday as saying he 
wants India to open a political 
dialogue to end their deep-rooted 
enmity, starting with foe issue of 
Kashmir. 


“By settling Kashmir, India 
and Pakistan can resolve all their 
problems. Pakistan is now pre- 
pared to help India to find a 
solution this problem." foe Hin- 
dustan Times quoted Mr. Sharif 
as saying in an interview. 

He said meetings of officials 
had failed to narrow the gulf on 
Kashmir, foe cause of two of the 
three wars the two countries have 
fought since independence from 
Britain in 1947. 


They came dose to a fourth in 
1990 soon after a bloody uprising 
.erupted in foe Indian-ruled sec- 
tion of Kashmir. Delhi blamed 
foe revolt on Pakistan, which 
controls one-third of the Hima- 
layan region. More than 5,000' 
people have been killed. 

“The question is: Do we want 
to solve this problem or do we not 
want to solve this problem. We 
have to decide one way or the 
other,” Mr. Sharif said. 

He said the proposed dialogue 
should involve politicians who 
could dear the way for top-level 
talks. 


“We should also now fix a time 
limit and say that within this 
timeframe we have to come to 
some understanding or some con- 
clusion. We cannot allow foe 
situation to drift foe way it is 
drifting, otherwise we will lose 
whatever initiative we have in our 
hands," Mr. Sharif added. 

The Pakistani leader said flex- 
ibility was foe key to progress but 
offered no clues as to what he had 
in mind to bridge the huge gap 
over Kashmir. 


kills 11 in Nagorno- Karabakh 



MOSCOW (Agencies) — Eleven 
people were killed in foe disputed 
Nagorno-Karabakh territory in 
Azerbaijan Saturday after troops 
pulled out under orders of Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin, foe 
TASS News Agency said. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who has taken 
control of most Soviet troops 
across the country, has said he 
would not be drawn into the 
centuries-old ethnic conflict and 
tins week ordered foe withdrawal 
of an estimated 2,400 troops. 


Shortly after some troops pul- 
led out, shells began raining 
down Friday on Stepanakert, 
capital of the self-declared inde- 
pendent republic, TASS said, 
quoting Robert Kocharyan, an 
aide to the Nagorno-Karabakh 
council chief. 

Thirty people were wounded, 
TASS reported. It gave no other 
details about the attack or 
whether all Soviet troops had 
departed. Mr. Yeltsin said this 
week that 700 troops had left foe 
territory Tuesday. 

The Armenian territory lies 
within the borders of predomi- 
nantly Azerbaijan. Since 1988, it 
has been the focus of relentless 
Armenian-Azeri violence that 
has killed an estimated 1,000 
people. 

Voters in foe territory of 
190,000 people also were casting 
ballots Saturday for a new parlia- 
ment, TASS said. They over- 
whelmingly had declared inde- 
pendence in a Dec. 1 referendum 
and rejected Azerbaijani co n t ro l 
in favour of fell republic status. 

There were no immediate re- 
sults from the election and it was 
undear whether foe latest round 
of violence was finked to the 



Bush at the pub 


BEEVUXE, Texas (R)— bln, 
a slow night at foe Texas 
Country and Western Qnb nm^ 
President George Bush wafcdj 
in, took a stool and ordered/ 
pitcher of beer. This was ho* 
Bush unwound Friday night frog 
a day of quail hunting, 
han ding and barbecue-eating 
deep in the heart of Texas, idea 


before his trip to Asia next week 
Club owner Dorothy Schwartz 
seemed stunned. “We were jat 
sitting around thinking, *woddtft 
it be great if foe president can* 
by to see what a Texas dance ball 
is like?"’ Mr. Bush did jost that 
after a barbecue for 3 ,300 at the 


The Moscow daily Komsomols-’ 
kaya Pravda Friday quoted foe 
bead of the Interior Ministry 
troops, Colonel-General Vasily 
Savin, as saying foe withdrawal 
was already complete. 

But Azeri Deputy Secretary of 
State Vagiv Rustanov said by 
telephone from Baku some 30 per 
cent were still there, although 
they would be withdrawn shortly. 


An Armodan cornu 
Azerbaijani special 


under Ms men forward daring a battle with 
forces near Stepanakert, Nagorno Kar ab a kh . 


The departure of foe only 
outside force provides an early 
test of foe ability of the new 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States — successor to the Soviet 
Union — to keep the peace. 

The new grouping’s founding 
documents have made no provi- 
sion for any peacekeeping force 
with foe legal authority to inter- 
vene in such conflicts. 

The bulk of foe territory’s 
population are Armenians, but 
Moscow awarded it to Azerbaijan 
in 1923, albeit with autonomous 
status. 

Whole Armenian villages have 
been uprooted and their inhabi- 
tants expelled. Communications 
and transport have broken down. 

Armenia has accused the 
Kremlin of abetting Azerbaijan 
in trying to chase out the entire 
Armenian population through a 
combination of official repression 
and terror. 

Azeri officials blame Armenian 


gunmen who infiltrate foe terri- 
tory through a narrow strip of 
Azerbaijan to monnt guerrilla 
attacks. 

Azerbaijan has laid claim to all 
Soviet military hardware in its 
territory but has made little 
attempt to seize it. 

The United States, which has a 
sizeable Armenian community, 
has expressed its concern at the 
prospects of an arms race be- 
tween rival republics and singled 
out Azerbaijan. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
said in a major speech on Dec. 12 
there were signs Azerbaijan was 
arming itself. 

“Those who pursue these mis- 
guided and anachronistic policies 
should know they will receive 
neither acceptance nor support 
from the West,” he said. 

Azeri Foreign Minister Hus- 
sein Sadukbov has written to Mr. 
Baker blaming foe conflict on 
Armenia and expressing concern 
at foe U.S. attitude, the ministry 
said in a statement. 

He pointed foe Armenian par- 
liament had not revoked a 1989 
resolution claiming Nagorno- 
Karabakh as part of Armenia. 

“In a situation when foe secur- 
ity of the Azerbaijani people is 
under threat, the president of the 


Republic of Azerbaijan... took a 
natural legitimate decision to 
form a national aimed forces,” it 
quoted Mr. Sadukbov as saying. 

“(This) cannot be considered a 
‘misguided and anachronistic’ 
policy.” He invited Mr. Baker to 
visit Azerbaijan. 

Mr. Yeltsin brokered a peace 
deal in September, calling for a 
ceasefire and armed groups on 
both sides to be disarmed by the 
aid of the year. 

But the bloodshed continued, 
unabated and foe gunmen have 
acquired more weapons rather 
them disarming. 

Lieutenant-General Leonid 
Pody, commander of a battalion 
just withdrawn from Nagorno-' 
Karabakh, told Komsomolskaya 
Pravda the presence of his men 
had been “senseless.” 

“We have seen everything re- 
cently. People who brought us 
food and petrol in the daytime, 
foot at our backs at night 

“We saw Azerbaijani Onton 
(elite police) looting Armenian 
villages under -foe pretext of 
checking passports. They just 
drove up some Kamaz (trades) 
and loaded everything into it, 
down to the bed final,” Gen. 
Pody said. 

“It will be a long war.” 


Bee County Coliseum. He 
ordered the presides, 
tia! motorcade to ttopf 
on his way back to Wjfp 
Farish’s ranch, where • he u 
staying. Mr. Bosh and Mr. Farifo 
each had a mug of beer white 
hunting pal Alan Simpson, a Re- 
publican senator from Wyoming, 
had a glass of white wine. The 
president instantly became the 
focus of attention for the small 
group of customers, particularly 
since foe dance band,- the Night- 
riders, was stuck in traffic from 
the barbecue. “Are yon custom- 
ers or are you part of the action 
around here?” Mr. Bush asked a 
group of young women, praam- 
ting a few giggles. “You fie 
around here?” he asked some- 
body else. He told Sen. Simpson 
they could not hang around tong 
because “I told Barbara I was 
going. to bed early.” Mrs. Bosh 
did not join her husband on the 
trip to their adopted home state. 
.Mr. Bnfo signed his name on 
napkins and baseball caps, for the 
surprised patrons, finally com- 
plaining playfully: “Come on yon 
guys, I'm trying to have a beer 
here.” 


Marlene Dietrich 
turns 90 


2 Koreas fail to reach nuclear accord 


SEOUL (R) — North and Sooth 
Korea failed Saturday to reach 
agreement on banning nuclear 
weapons from the divided penin- 
sula but agreed to keep talking. 

A second session of working 
level talks that began Thursday 
stumbled over North Korea’s re- 
fusal to name the date when it 
would sign an international 
agreement permitting nuclear in- 
spections, South Korea’s Yonhap 
News Agency said. 

The South told foe North it 
would not agree to cancel joint 
U.S. -South Korean military exer- 
cises starting in February until a 
date was agreed, Yonhap quoted 


government officials as saying. 

The two sides said (hey would 
talk a gain Tuesday. 

A nuclear-free accord is crucial 
if North and South, still technical- 
ly at war from foe 1950-53 con- 
flict, are to implement a historic 
non-aggression and reconciliation 
pact signed on Dec. 13. 

Intelligence reports from the 
U.S. and Japan say North Korea 
is no more than a year or two 
away from developing nuclear 
weapons. Pyongyang says its nuc- 
lear programme is, for peaceful 
purposes. 

The Koreas had said -they 
aimed to produce a nuclear-free 


pact before the next round of 
prime ministers’ talks doe to be 
held in Pyongyang in February. 

North Korea has promised be- 
fore to submit to nudear inspec- 
tors but repeatedly adds condi- 
tions that South Korea and its 
allies refuse to countenance. 

Pyongyang surprised the Sooth 
Thursday at the first session of 
the current talks held at foe bor- 
der truce village of Panmunjom 
by renouncing nuclear processing 
facilities. 

It also dropped a longstanding 
demand that the United States 
confirm its nudear weapons had 
been withdrawn from foe South. 


PARIS (R) — Marlene Dietrich, 
the film star who came to symbol- 
ise the femme fatale at her most 
irresistible, turned 90 Friday, in 
the privacy of her Fafo abst- 
inent. Friends said tbs husky- 
voiced star, who now fives as a 
virtual red use in her apartment 

on the elegant Avenue Mon- 
taigne , had no inten- 
tion of publicly mark- 
ing the birthday. Ms. 

Dietrich, who foot to internation- 
al fame when foe played cabaret 
singer Lola-Lola in Tosef von 
, Sternberg's 1930 film tW Blue 
Angel, retired in 1976. She brain 
her hip 10 years ago and is now 
largely bed-ridden. But friends 
who visit the three-roomed apart- 
ment on the Avenue Montaigne, 

1 found for her by the late dng- 
1 nets Christian Dior, say she is as 
lucid and alert as ever. Although 
reco r ds show she was born in 
Berlin on Dec. 27, 1901, Ms. 
Dietrich alwdys d aimed to be at 
least three years younger. With 
her high cheekbones, nrillion-do!- 
lar legs and heavily-lidded eyes, 
Ms. Dietrich came to epitomise 
the ruthless vamp q scores of 
Hollywood films including 
MOROCCO, Dishonoured art 
The Devil Is A Woman. A strong 
anti-Nazi before and during 
World War n, Mr. Dietrich 
turned her back on Germany in 
1930 and said in the 1960 k 
*^Wtaen I die, Pd like to be buried 
in Paris. But I'd also like to tease 
my heart in England. AndHte 
Germany — nothing.” 


Gun that killed 
Oswald sold at 
auction 


Indonesian generals sacked over Timor shootings 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesian 
President Suharto relieved two 
generals of their posts Saturday 
after holding than responsible 
for foe deaths of about 50 peo- 
ple when troops fired into a 
crowd of mourners in East Timor 
last month. 

Diplomats said foe replace- 
ment of Major General Sin tong 
Panjaitan and Brigadier General 
Rudolf Warouw was a blow to the 
pride of the nrilitaiy, which plays 
a key role in politics. 

State Secretary Murdiono told 
reporters successors to Panjaitan, 
military commander of eastern 
Indonesia and Warouw, military 
commander of East Timor, would 

be announced soon by the armed 

forces commander-in-chief. 
Genera] Try Sutrisno. 

‘The president believed that 
whatever happened was foe re- 
sponsibility of those in charge of 
local security. So, as the supreme 
commander of the armed forces, 
he took foe decision to change 


foe local commanders,” Gen. 
Murdiono said. 

Mr. Snharto ordered army 
Chief General Edi Sudrajat to set 
op a council to study in deptfr the 
way foe commanders handled the 
shooting in the East Timor capital 
of Dili on Nov. 12. 

“The president stressed that 
what happened in Dili should not 
be repeated in future. He asked 
government officials and foe 
security apparatus to correct 
themselves,” Gen. Murdiono 
said. He did not say if the two 
generals would be given other 
positions. 

In a preliminary report to Mr. 
Suharto Thursday, an official 
commission set up to investigate 
the violence blamed a section of 
the military for going out of 
control and firing excessively into 
the crowd. It also refuted the 
-military version of the violence. 

Gen. Sutrisno said in an emo- 
tional address to parliament last, 
month that only 19 people died in 


foe firing and that the troops 
were provoked by foe crowd. 

The commission agreed that 
foe troops had been provoked, 
but it said another 90 mourners 
woe still missing. 

Mr. Suharto ordered General 
Try to find the missing people, 
widely believed by Dili residents 
to be buried in mass graves. 

He also ordered Attorney 
General Singgih to take firm ac- 
tion against those in the crowd in 
Dili who had broken the law 
during the funeral procession for 
a slain separatist sympathiser. 

Mr. Suharto instructed Foreign 
Minister Ali Alatas to counter foe 
negative publicity earned for In- 
donesia by reports in the interna- 
tional media about foe East • 
Timor violence. 

Major donor nations 
threatened to cut aid that is vital 
for Indonesia's economy if the 
government failed to carry out a 
factual investigation of the vio- 
lence and punish the guilty. 


Indonesia's sovereignty over 
East Timor, which it annexed in 
1976 following the de p art ur e of 
Portuguese colonial rulers, is not 
recognised by the United Na- 
tions. 

The diplomats said the replace- 
ment of the two generals would 
satisfy donor countries deman- 
ding that senior officers responsi- 
ble for the violence in Dili be 
punished, but foe move also 
raised questions about the 
domestic situation. 

One Western diplomats said it 
could signal a confrontation be- 
tween the president and foe milit- 
ary before general elections next 
year and foe presidential perils the 

following year. 

“For foe outside world, howev- 
er, the move is a positive sign,” 
said foe diplomat, adding that it 
showed Mr. Suharto’s wffliii^iiess 
to act on the official commissiofl’s 
report investigating the violence. 

“It will satisfy our govern- 
ment," foe diplomat said. 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Jack Ruby used to kill Lee I 
vey Oswald was auctioned 
$220,000, Millions of teJevi 
viewers saw Ruby use the re 
ver to shoot Oswald, the 
pected assassin of President j 
Kennedy, as Oswald was b 
moved from a Dallas police 
tfon on Nov. 24, 1963. Ruby, ’ 
was convicted of killing Os* 
died in jafl Jan. 3, 1967 v 
awaiting a retrial. The gun, ’ 
the police evidence tag 
attached, was auctioned offal 
Omni Park Central Hotel. ' 
bidding started at $100,000 


quickly escalated. The bh] 

New Jersev Sun rr>Tlf*rtrtr ■ : 


New Jersey gun collector, 
to remain anonymous. Ruby** 
brother Earl, a Detroit basraes* 
m a n who who recently won-ert 
trot of Ruby’s estate after a bag cojjsr 
fight, intends using 580,000 of tW 
proceeds to pay Roby's incus* 
tax bill, the auctioneer. Hen* 
Darvfck, said. The gun is a ^ 
cafiber Colt Cobra, a Hghtwci# 

-revolver whose manufacture rs 
discontinued about 10 vesoS 

according to New York gpridesj 
cr Anthony Jovino. Afford 
model would scfl for aboot 

unused or $300 if used jmd n 

good condition, hee&hnated. 
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